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TO 


ſhevertuous Lady, 


Aunt Sus AN CECTLL, 
Grace and peace be muttt- 
plyed, by I:foes Chrif. 


5 51 Adam : The ſweet 
NT [taltc 1 have had, 
SUONY of your ſhips | 
_—_ tothe beſt rrrac hath 
encouraged me, humbly to 
reſent this Itthe rat naro. 
YOU, VV hat Solomen ſpcakes 
A 3 from | 
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Te nl. Dedicatory, | 


from experience, that you 
1pon triall have found true, 
| bat the re frennfing con- 
tents of this life, are vanity 
and Vexatiomn of Sprrat, Our 
wiſe and mcercitull Father, 
doth uſually thus 1mbiutter 

teſt things of this 
work trons, that we may! 
the 1nore cordially re]liſh, 
| ant] feryently ſeck after, that 
[0 ſatisfying andeverlalt- 
ng {weetnefſe and com- 
fort, whichis in communt- 
on with Chriſt ourhcaven- 
ly Hasband, in whom 
\all fulnefle of conſolation 
dwels. A drop of this tran- 
(cendant fulnefſe, your La-| 


| dyſhup! 


_ 


| Chnſt,muchcaſc and com | 


T he Epiftle Dedicatory. 
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| dyſhip (1 hope) ſhall inde, 
diſtilled into your ſoulc,by 


now come to your hands, 


reading this Intle worke | 


which like Aqua Vite, ſhall 
| cheere and revive your fad| 
ſpirit, when ready to faint. | 
| Fainting perſons, carry lit- 
tle bottles of reviving hi-| 
quids, alwayes about them; 
it your Ladyſhi ſhal think 
fit,to make thus like Tract, 
your pocket-companton, 
and peruſe a little of it {filf, 
| when you feele foule- 
qualmesto ſeazeupon you, 
(you ſhall finde (1 truſt) 
[through the bleſſing of 


I TOI 


} fort : | 


O22). OE S ogy eonmo nmr wen rrrs < <—_—_—_ RR > 


— —__ — — - -. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
4 


The E, piſtle Dedieatory. | 


fort; and ſo ſpend and end 
your aged dayecs, in more 
true ſolace of heart, then 

ou have done your primeſ} 
daycs of flouriſhing youth. 
The accompliſhing of this, 
is the ſincere and holy aime 
of your much obliged Ne- 
pnew , 1n this his firſt of-| 
tering to publick view. 
Which ſimple aime, that 
the Lord may gracioully 
anſwer, to your Ladyſhips 
comfort here, and cternall 
happineſle hereafter, 1 ſhall 
{till continue my prayer, | 
(though here I end my Epi-! 
(tle) that the Lord will (till 
attend this my poore endea- 


vour 
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your with his rich bleſſing, | 
to all the partakers there- 
iof, and in ſpeciall tO yOu. 


Your much obliged | 
Nephew, 


Nicholas L ockyer. 
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Chriſtian Reader. 
| 


Ommuniun with! 
C briſt, 15 Our hap- 


pines in this world, 
and in the worlt to 
come: that mhich 
miles every bitter thing ſweet..and 
every ſmeet thing ſweeter. With 
this ſweet fa wbjc t is this little tra, 
now eome to thy hand, taken up. 
Poore fallen man is ftill complum- 
ins of one want or other; _ when 
the thing 4s erven which he loneed 
for, yet his ſoule ir as far from con- 
text, 4s before ; like tb achilde that 


he hath what he cryed for, continues 
erying ſtill , and cannot tell well 
what he weuld have. All our wart 


cries for this and that.,nd yet when | 


7 To the Reader. 
i 
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is this, the want ef Communion 
| witl»Chriff * this is the cauſe of all 
complaints the in felicaty of the 
| {oule 5, the ſurmme of mans miſery, 
here and hereafier; but poore blind-| 
man ſees it not. and therefore com- 
Pf | plaines of twenty things , twenty 
| miles a this ſide his diſeaſe ;, and ſo 
| ſpends bis dayes in labour and (or 
row, and yet loſes bappineſſe, both 
| here and hereafter too. A full fru- 
| ition of Chriſt , is full felicity * a 
| | | ſull-fruition of any thing below 

= Chriſt, without Chriſt, is but vani- 
>| ty and exation of ſpirit. The more 
thee, 0 fallen man, thow canſt get nr" 
| | into conmunion with thy God, the | aft 
| | 220re will thy great boſſe bee repai- | il 171 
| red, thy complaining ſoute ſatisfied, | ill },-; 


| 


| O* thy tranquillity ſetled pox thee | fl 71, 

4 | l acaine. Hunt not then after rich- 

| j es, bononrs, pheaſwres, and ſuch like of 
| | low delights of the [onnes of men, fte 
| { with this deluded miſtaken world, | Wl ,, 
| | which lyec imwickedaeſſe for feli- G, 


city 


Ls i 


To the Reader. 


LA - | 
ity is not in theſe : but ſtxdy and ! 
trive after a nearer communion | 


momenta, 6 


with Chriſt : the next way to get | 


moſt in with him, is the ſpeedy way | 
unto all happineſſe: ſo much as thou | 
canſt get of his company, ſo much 
art thonin Heaven. How prect- 
ous arc thy thoughts unto mee, | 
O God, (ſaith David?) how! 
great 1s the ſumme of them ? If 
I ſhould count them, they "y 
more in number then the ſand : 
when I awake I am ſtill with 
thee. This is Heaz en upon Earth + 


a » 
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and that true nobility and honomr, ' #743» 


which wee ſhould all bee ambiticus | 
after; to loſe our ſpirits in God. | 
What a1 nnſpeakable felicity is ityto | 
bee ſtill with God in our t onehtr2 | 
Thjs ennobles the ſpirit of man,and | 
makes it a companion to the King 
of Kings : this gives cVenneſſe and 
Prong to a mans conrſe + and 
makes him walke in all the wayer of 
God blameleſſe:this gives tranſcen- 
dant 
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dant prate & jm yagw 'y lo 4 mans 88 
ſpirit 5 and muker him unmaveable 
in the mid(t of feqres © this gives 
bread in famin: drinkin droyelt: 
peace, 1 warre 5 health, in {ich 
meſſe 5 life, in death. Devote thy 
ſelfe thereſore to Chriſt, that he may 
devote himſelfe to thee : and as al 
poore medium of comunnion,nke 
wſe (if you pleaſe) of this enjſwing 
Treatiſe. If thou get any good, give 
glory to God: and make the poore 
Pen-man, a conſtant ſharer in thy 
prayers. 


Thine in Chriſt, 


Theephilus Philanthropws 
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The Principall Heads hand- 
led 1o this T raGt. 


Hat theChurch of Ch riſt 
Militant, ſhall not bee 
| left comfortleſſe becauſe 


Chriſt will come toher,Pag.g 
T hat Chriſt doth come ts his 
Church At1Hit. pag, 10,11. 
How Chriſt doth come to hu 
Church Milttant, 40 comfort 
her in all conditions, p.18,19 
When ChriſÞ comes to bis 
diſconſolate Church , as aCoih- 
forter, 29.41,42,0c, 
Why Chrift will come to bis 
Churth upon earth , as Com- 
ſorter, pag.y1 2,0. 
Wicked men ſhall live and 
ESI, dye. 
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; The Contents. | 
dye comfortleſs becauſe Chriſt 
as a Comforter will never 
come to them, p.57, 58,09, 
Laughter ts one thing, and 
ſpiritaall conſolation another, 
we p39 

How Chriſt doth come to 
the wicked in this life, p.6 1 
Chriſt will come to the wic- 
ked, neither in proſperity nor 
:n adperſaty, as a Comforter, 
.62,63,6/c, 

How WY | men may gel 
Chrift as a Comforter ,to come 
to them, p.66,67,0c. 
V [cfall mſtrutt1ons to ftrong 
men , and to babes m Chriſt, 
p.68 

'S trong men 1n Chriſt that 


The Contents. 


ay Chriſt as a Comforter is 
ome to them, ſhould make it 
ure to themſelves, that they 
are not deluded, p46 


The great need of this » Þ 69| 


How a man may know that 11 
ts Chnish indeed, and no ſpirit 
of deluſ.on, which ts come to 
him with conſolatt;, p.7 3,74 

Strong men in Chriſt, after 
they have made it ſure to 
themſelves that the true Com- 

orter 1s come to them, ſhould 
0 walk that they may ever im- 
joy Þis ſweet company, p.8© 

How Cbriſtians may ſo walk 
as toenjoy Chriſt as a Comfor- 
ter continuall Y,P8 i 8 2 \&/c. 

Babes in Chniſt which never 
* 2. found 
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— TheContents. | 
PR” found E briſt as a C omforter to bſ, 
come to them , ſhould beleeve pit 
that Chriſt will come to them, 
P-93\\ 
| Their objeftions ayainſi|} 
Chriſt comming to them as 
C =. wingas Ine: 93,94: 
Babes in Chriſt that never | 
found Chriſt as a Comforter: 
come to them , ſhould-patiently|" 
{wait tit] Chriſt thus come to| 
them, p.98 
\ Severall conſiderations very 
fowerfull, ts make the ſoul: 
lo wait patiently , till Chriſt 
as a Comforter come to him, P. 


98,99,09%, 
| Babes in Chriſt, which ne- 


"yy ver yet foun1Chrifh as a Com- 
L. ' | forter come to them , ſhould, 
| q . ; 
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| The Contents. * ch | 


pith comfort to the ſoule, an; 
t put himoff, p.109, 110 
Babes in Chriſt which have 
found Chriſt as a Comforter to | 
ome to them , but now have 


en{ible of thetr loſe, p 112, 
as, Oc. 
Such ſhould not blame Chriſt 
departing as a C omforter 
om them,p.116,117,C*c. 
Heanes how ſuch babes in 
Chriſt, may get ther Comfor- 
ter to returne againe to them, 
p.118, 119, Fc. 
2 Tim. 4. Verſ.i22. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt bee! 
with thy ſpirit. 
To | have the e Lord loſus 
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The Contents. 


Chriſt with our ſpirits , 11a 


prime and principal! bleſſing, 


.126 


T here 1s a double oi of 
Chriſt with man, corporall and 
ſpirttuall joyntly , or meerely 
ſpiritual, p.127,128,0c 
T he fptrituall preſence of 
Chriſt with man upon earth ts 
\ commune or ſpeciall, p.1 29, 


130,e5, 


Ta have Chrift ſpecially 
preſent, with our ſpirits, ts the 
ready way to all temporall 


P.134 


ObjeFtons to the contrary, 
anſwered, p.135,136,09%, 
To have Chrisk ſpecially 
pre ſent with our ſpirits, t5 the | 
ready way to all ſpirituall 
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ca 


mit 


[ly 
the 
all 


34 


I, 
PC, 


lly 


he 
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|” Not to have ( briſt ſpectally 


[prrues; p.164,16 5,09. 
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The Contents. _ 


— 
gol, = p.243,144,Of. 

To have Chriſt after a ſpe-| 
ciall manuer with our ſpits 
is the ready way ts eternall 


| good, P. 147 


preſent with our ſpirits 1s 4 

great evil, p.149 

Wherem this grand evill 

doth principally conſiſt ,p.14 ws 
150, 

How to know WW C briſ 

| be ſpecially preſent with cur 


How to get _ to be ſpect- 

ally preſent with our ſpirits, 
471,172, 

Men that fad: Chriſt "* 

cially preſent with ther [pi- 


rits, ſhould thankfully «-| _ 
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[preſent with their ſpirits, p. 


—— 


_____ TheContens, | 
knowledge this great favour 
476,17],Oc, 

Such ſhould labour to keep: 
Chriſt with their ſpirits , Pp. 
180 

According to what operati- 
ons, 4 man may loſe the pre- 


ſence of Chri#, v.a8:,82, 


c, 
Chriflians ſhould labour ts 
get Chrift as much preſent 
with their ſpirits as may bee ;| 
and how this may be done : ſet 
age, 188,1389,C. 
Comfort again'? the ſword, 
plague, famine, perſecution, 
and the like , ariſeth to then 
which baye Chrifs ſpectall 


BE 191,192,09%, 


COMM u NO N-- 
with his Church 


Militapt, 


—_ ——_— — 


; John 44... werſa18. 
7 will not. leaveyou comſortleſſe;'7 P 


will come 40 you. \ va 


> H R IST and his 
Church are deare 

- eachtoother: the 

 truthof this rs at 

Jarge' manifeſt jn 

his Chapter. Chriſt as a -hea- 
= Hntheod, ng to my 

15 | 


Cbrifts Communion 


his earthly Spouſe, to wit, his 


with his Father at his right hand 
in glory, with his Church Tri 
umphant 3 endeavoureth in va- 
rious Verſes of this Chapter, to 
comfort the fad Sprrit of his be 
loved Spouſe, which he percer- 
ved was mach dejeted. The 
Verſe which I have choſen to 
inſiſt on, is one of them : 7 will 
not leave you comfortleſſe , 1 will 
come toyon. In more words let 
—y repeate this Verſe againe. 
Thos 0 my Love, my Dove ,ovy faire 
One, aifad Fſee = ee at 
my departure | As a Lily im the 2al- 
tey; way, as 4 Lily (indeed) among 
 thormes I ſhall leave thee: the Prince 
| of darkneſſe dwelling in the children 
of darkneſſe, will endeeuonr ta de- 


thee, 


ecute anatorment thee, #: 
done me before thee : but 


be not at this, O faireſt of women! 


Church Militaat, and to live} F 


voure thee: Som of Belial will 
ud) 


dejeFed 


wit 
dejeded, 
tion: fo 
ortleſſe, 
Wha 
tweene ; 
own ho! 
tinually 
a Priſon 
in while 
fetter'd 
and gre 
tyrann 
of Jeat 
that we 
dungeo 
from H 
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p with his Church Militant. SAM 


dejeted, ar one without all conſol 
tion © for 1 will not lee thee com - 
ortleſſe, I will cone to thee. 

What difference is thete be- 
tweene a Priſon-houſe and mine 
own houſe, if ſweet friends con- 
tinually come to me there? Tis 
a Priſon and no better, we abide 
in whileſt wedwell in the body: 
fetter'd we are with many luſts; 
and groane we doe, under the 
tyranny 8 oP efſion of a body 
of death;and O ! wretched men 
that wee are dwelling in theſe 
dungeons of Clay, if no friehd 
from Heaven come to us? "Tis 
true, Om == what thou 
ſayeſt; and therefore that thy 
dweling in the body may not be 
comfortleſſe,I will come to thee. 
I will not leave thee tomforileſſe, I 
wil lcoue to thee. 

The body is a Prifon tothe 
foule, and the World is « Helt 
to both. The God of this world 


EPI 


van 
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{riffs Communion IO 

is a Devill, and che children of 
this wotld Devils, to the Spoule 
of Chriſt. The Father torments 
her {pyrit; and the Childrentor- 
ment her fleſh : neither in body 
nor ſoule, whileſt in this world, 
can the Spouſe of Chriſt be qui 
et. We that are thus jn Hell up- 
on Earth, ſhall quickly be com- 
fortleſle, if no friend from Hea- 


Spouſe : but to prevent this, 1. 
| will come to thee. From Heaven 
to Earth (indeed) isa long jour- 
ney 5 but yet this I'le not ſtand 
on;rather then thou ſhalt be left 
comfortleſſe, in any condition 
upon Earth, I will from Heaven 
come to thee. Let it bee what 


twill; and be at midnight thou 
need'{t me, I will come to thee. 


1 will not leqve you comfortkeſſe, 1 
wall come toyon. 


Attiichon hath made many 
| triends 


ven come to us. True, Omy[}. 


weather "twill; at what time]: 


with 


| friends v 


O my $Sa\ 
heavenl 
What 1 
Priſon ? 
there 2 W 
[lye1na 
naſty wr 
(wear, W 
dureto h 
Women | 
be comfo 
tion, 1 w1 
Thou 
Saviour « 
the Devi 
Priſon *te 
till the 1rc 
wilt thou 
amd leave 
my love , 
contrary- 
comfortleſ 
Why, 
NOW me 


by my Saviour! wilt not thou my 
heavenly friend ſo ſerve mee ? 
What if the Devill caſt me into 
Priſon ? wilt thoucome tomee 
there? wilt thou viſit me when 
[ lye in a naſty roome, amongſt 
naſty wretches, that curſe and 
(wear, which thou canſ{tnot en- 
dure to heare ? Yea, O faireſt of 
Women | rather then thou ſhalt 
be comfortleſle in ſuch a condi- 
tion, 7 will come to thee. 
Thou wilt come tome O my 
Saviour one day ; but what if 
the Devill keepe mee ſuch a 
Priſon-ten dayes? along time ? 
ill the irog enter into my ſoule? | 
yilt thou not wax weary at laſt, 
md leave comming to me ?. No 
ny love, I am reſolved tothe 
ontrary.  [ will not] leave thee 
omfortleſſe (1 will) come to thee, 
Why, but whatif Satan win- 


ow me as wheat, andealt me | 


with his ( hurch Militant. ( 
friends upon Earth forſake me, 


B3 into 


:[thaou nat then ſhake me off for 


| k {'briſts Communion, 


into finne, which is more odious 
to thee then any priſon 3 then 
any place, or any thing : wilt 


ever,S: never come'tu me moref 
Fhis O faireſt of Women, may 
make me ceaſe comming to thee 
fora moment,but no longer;for 
tam reſolved not to LJeaue) thee 
| _— 1n any condition, ei- 
ther of fin or puniſhment. 7wil/ 
not [leave] thee comfertleſſe,(1wilh 
come to thee | 
oy —_ =_ = 1s _ 
conju romile to his 
ofall induefioduring i 
of his perſonall abſence. The 
matter of this promiſe is copſo0- 
late 3 the forme according to 
which our Saviour expreſleth 
| this conſolatory language,is firſt 
negative, will not keave you comr 
fortleſſe. Secondly affirmative, 2 
will come to you. Theſe latter 


words Containe the reaſon of 
| ww 17 


OI 


— A O_o 


pn cm 
with | 
what is de 
Wee cant 
(becauſe) C 
And thusi 
may reade 
not leave | 
will come 
can bee c 
come to u 
Iwill no 
Ovxs g478 v 
ou fatherh 
not leave 
Originall 
comes frc 
ted comfo 
to be ma 
therleſszy 
ally a co 
leſle, the 
rendered 
the child 
be left. 


her. Th 
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hs h: 


with bis (hurch Militaxt. 
what isdelivered in the former. 
Wee cannot bee comfortleſle ; 
(becauſe) Chriſt ſtill comes to us. 
And thus taking the words, you 
may reade them thus, viz. I wil/} 
not leave you comfortleſſe, [tor] I 
will come to you. No condition 
can bee comfortleſle, if Chriſt 
come to us. | | 
I will not leave you comfortleſſe,) 
Oux ph 79 owdg dpperts, I will not leave 
yr fatherleſſe 0nd motherleſſe,1 wil 
not leave you Orphante, (aith the 
Originall, Svpparitoua, the word 
comes from, that 1s here tranfla- 
ed comfortleſſe, which ſignifies, 
o be made fatherlefſe and mo- 
herleſs;which becauſeit is uſu- 
lly a condition very comfort- 
eſle, therefore is the word thus 
endered ;,y«»; comfortleſſe. Thus 
he children of Chriſt thall not 
e left. They are no Orphans 
rhich have Chriſt for their Fa- 
her. They are never totally be- 


"EIS 


reftt_ 


I IT An. 4, 


("ri hr Communion 


Ec 


| 
reft. of all comfort," to whom! 
Chriſt comes : and thus he will 
ityll doro his Church Millitant | 
| Chniſt will never k-ave com-: 
{ ing from Heaven to Earth, al- 
| though t bee a very Jong jour-! 
; 


| leave you comfor tleſſe. | 
| T will come to you,) Ippoper — 
vac, 1 returne to you faith the 
Qriginallz' ſpoken in the Pre- 
| {{nt tenſe, and not in the Fu- 
ture, LI will) returne 10 you, as WE 
| have it tranſlated- Ac ſ# diceret 
| Chriſtus (ſaith; one). ſe cet gon- 
| aum profeTuns, jam efſe inreditn 
| As it Chriſt had ſaid, although 
[ am not yet gone from you, yet 
am I returning to you. Chrilt 
| thongh not actually in-perſon 
departed, yet was ready in Spt- 
ritto be preſent with his Spouſe 
tothe end of the world. - 

Thus having Paraphraſtical- 
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I ney, as I: ng 3s he hath any one|* 
| childe upon Earth. 7 will mot! 


4Y with hu Church Militant. | 
ly gone over theſe words, ] will 


FJ put the plaine meaning of them 


into this Theſs1n divinity. That 
the Church of Chriſt Militant, ſhall 


J not bee left comfortleſſe, becanſe 


Chriſt will come to her. Or thus, 
No Childe of Chriſt npon Earthſhall 


| be left comfortleſſe , for Chriſt will 


come tobimm. What Chriſt (pake 
at his departure to his Diſciples, 
was not for them only, - but for 
the comfort of all his people to 
the endof the world. In his Di(- 
| ciples hee ſpake thus to al} his 
| children, that are or ever ſhall 
| be upon the face of the Earth, 7 
will not leave you comportleſſe, 1 
will come to you. 
' This comfortable doctrine, 
that I may fully and methbodi- 
cally handle, will lay open un- 
to you theſe foure things : Firſt, 
that Chriſt doth come to his 
children upon Earth. Secondly, 
hoy Chriſt doth come to his 


children 
mmm are or nn === _ EE. toons 


Chriſts ( ommunion 
children upon Earth. Thirdly, 
when Chriſt doth cometo hy] 
children upon Earth. Laſth, 
why Chriſt will take ſomuch 
paines , as tocome to hischil. 
dren on Earth ? I begin with the 
firſt ofthefe, to wit, that Chriſt 
doth cume to his Church and 
children upon Earth. The truth 
of this is evident by qur Savi- 
ours own language,and by each 
godly mans evidence. 

Our Saviour not only in my 
Text, but in many other places 
promiſed to come to his Church 
Militant,and therefore ſurely he 
doth come to his people on 
Earth - for Chriſt is God , aud 
God cannot lye nor repent. What 
Chriſt hath ſaid, he will do,that 
he will faithfully performe toa 
tittle : for faithfull is he that hath 
proziſed, faith the Apoſtle. Gs 
therefore & teach all Nations, 
Tear ng them to obſerve all things, 
whatſoever 
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whatſoever T have commanded you; 
and loe I am with you alwayes, even 
to the eud af theworld;Amen. T his 
place ſhewes plainly that Chrilt 
doth come to his children upon 
Farthz and that he will do this 
tothe end of the world. For Mi- 
niſters (of all men) to walke 
faithfully in their places, teach- 
ing their flock to obſerve [al 
—_— Gbr:ſt hath given them 
in 
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e, will coſt them hot wa- } 


ter, eſpecially living in corrupt 
places. T his our Saviour tender- 
ly confider'd;and therefore that 
his Diſciples might not be dif- 
heartn'd, he affores them of his 
company ynto the laſt, to ſup- 
port and comfort them. Loe7 
a with you t9 the end of the world 
Chrift by this phraſe of ſpeech, 


OO O_o Ee i ih... im... 


deth hint us, that what he then | 
(pake,ſhould reach further then | 


ynto thoſe to whom he then ap- 
4 an 
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| 


{| and peopleto the end of the world, 
{| that ſhall faithfully diſcharge 
:| their places and callingsto his 
-| honour. | 


| Chriſts name ſets forth the truth, 


| her. He was called Emmanuel, 


| porallypreſent with his Church, 


to the end ofthe world, then 


CR  ——_ 


Chriſt s (ommunion 


I might here tell you,that not 
only Chriſts word , but alſo 


of this, that Chriſt is with his 
Church Militant, and ſo conſe- 
quently, that he doth come to; 


which being interpreted, 7s God) 


with #4. Which name was not}. 


only tonote Chriſt, as then cor- 


but to note Chriſt as one ha- 
ving aQtuaily aſſumed ourna- 
ture,and ſo tobe more gloriouſ- 
ly preſent with his Church 


ever before from the beginnin 
after Adams fall. Now as ſhe fan 
of her Husband, as his name - 4 
is he Nabal is his name, ard fo 


| 
, 


— 


is with him: ſomay the Spou e| 
ſpeak * 


D— 


with bis Charch Milt, 13 


| ſpeak of her Husband Chrilt; as | 
his name ts, ſo 1s he. Exmanzl 1s | 
his name; which fignifics God | 
with ut, and 10 7 wir 1s Chriſt. 
He is continually with us. What | 
David(aid of himſclfe,in reſpect | 
of Chriſt, that may we truly ſay 
of Chriſt, in re{peCtof us. Ne- 
vertheleſſe (faith he) Tam conti- 
| | mal'y with thee; thou haſt holden 
me by my right hand. Though|. 
Chriſt dwell mHeaven,and wee 
on Earth, yer nevertheleflc hee | 
1s continually comming ' to us, 
and abiding with us. 

The godly have and do finde | 
the truth of this by bleſted ex- 
perience, which 1s the ſecond 
thingz and thar which I rather 
infiſt on, for the confirmation of 
the truth 1n hand : becaute a- | 
| 2+inſt experience there '1s no} : 
dilputation,  ' Peter found the | 
ruth of this, /that Chriſt comes | | 
| to his children upon Earth, that | 
1 I7 cheir | 
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| their condition may not be com- y —o_ 

fortleſſe. Herod caſt Peter into| MY VP 


Priſon, and thought to have 
made him comfortlefle ; hut 
Chriſt came to him, as you may 
av 12,7, ſee. Andbebold (ſaith the Text)| I} 29% © 
the Angell of the Lord came upon _ 
his, and a light ſhined in the Pri- | MN 2 
ſon, and be ſmote Peter on the ſide, | || 9996 
and raiſed him up, ſaying, Arſt up the 
wickly, and his chaines fell off from| 1 h 
bi hands. The Jewes by a (torme | | 9's 
of Stones,thoughtto have made | || fe2"© 
Steven coimfortleſle, but Chriſts 
comming to him. prevented. | |} © bi 
Chriſt ſo gloriouſly came to| || "24 
him in that deadly ſtorme, that | | 5 
he found more comfort then (1 ſpeak 
man, then ever hee did be- 
fore in his life : for he looked 
ſtedfaſtly into Heaven, andſaw the | 
glory of God, and Tetws ft andinig at 
the right hand of God : he ſaw the | 
Heavens opened ready to re-} 
| 
| 


cerve him, which tranſcendant- 


with his Church Militant. 
ly revived bim; which glorious 
viſion he could never have ſeen, 
| had not Chriſt come to him.Paul 


likewiſe found the truth of this 


| point, when he had left #rhens, 
and came topreach to the Ger- 
tiles at Corinth. He was very 
fearfull, what fuccefle he ſhould 
finde in his Mmiſtery, amongſt 
| the barbarous Gentiles, Now 
' our tender Saviour, that Foul 
might nor bee overborne with 
feare, and made hearrleſſe and 
comfortleſſe, graciouſly comes 
to him in avifron, asyou ma 
read. Then ſpeke the Lord to ry 
night in a veſſons, Be not afraid, but 
ſpeak and hold not thy prece;, for 7 
ammith thee; and no man ſhall ſeb 
on thee to burt thee. for Fhave nu«ch 
people. im this City. Thus atano- 
ther tune Chriſt came to Yau, 
that he might nor be lefe com- 
fortlefſe, when be was plead! 
his cauſe before 4norier , — 
ike 
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| 
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tbe night - following 


ſoulestogetherinprayer,Chriſt 
| wonderfully came to them : he: 
came 10 an Earthquake, and 
made the foundations of the pri 
ſen ſhake, and 10 opened all the pri- 
| ſon doores, and looſed every priſo+ 


las ,-but terrible tothe Goalerz 
tor he ſceing in what manner 
Chriſt broke-in and reſcuedihis 
{crvant, would have killed hjm+«+ 
{cltc; but Chriſt camegraciouſ(- 


like to be pull'd 1n picces.. 4nd 

(ſaith the|'! 
Text) the Lord ftood by him; and| 
ſaid, bee of good cheere Paul, ſor #s | 
thou h.ft teſtified of me itz Ieruſa*| 
lem: fo muſt thou alſo beare witneſſe| 
« Kome:.: At another time Paxl| 
and - S7/as together had experi-|| 
ence of this-truth, "that Chriſt} 
comes to his ChurchMilitant.As/ 
they were powring out thew| 


nert bonds. Comfortable. was | 
Chriſts comming to P:xl and+$#+,/ 


ly to his ſoule alſo, and refcu'd 


it 


it out C 
Happ) 
Chriſt 
one jO 
Paul al 
hodies 
all col 
delve! 
t00. 
came | 
ler: f 
bling t« 
a man ' 
faith 1 
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fore h 
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with his Church Militant. 7 | 


it out of the hands of the Deyul. | 
Happy was It for this man, that 
Chriſt dtd finiſh two workes in 
one journey 3 to wit, come to 
Paul and Silas and deliver their 
bodies out of Priſon, and with- 
{all come to their Goaler and | 
| deliver his foule out of Priſon 
too. In an Earthquake Chriſt 
came both to Priſoners & Goa- 
ler : forthe Goaler came trem- 
iling to the Priſoners of hope, as 
a man in deſpairezurd felldowne, 
laith the Text, before Pariland 
Silas. 'T 15 no matter how Chriſt | 
come to us, fo he comfort us be« 
fore hee leave us. ThusT haye 
ſhewed to you, that Chriſt doth 
come to his Church Militant. 
The ſecond thing that I am 
to ſhew you, forthe opening of 
the point, is, how Chriſt dath 
come to his Church Mihtant.To 
this I will anſwer, Firſt, more 
generally, and aww Second- | 
- RE 
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lohu 14, 
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ly, more particularly and — 
More generally and briefly, ] 

anſwer rthusz Chriſt viſits his 
Church Militant, as David viſi- 
ted & comforted Hanun,'to wit 
mediately by his ſpirit,asDavid 
did mediatcly by his ſervanrs. 
And I wil pray the Father, be hal 
give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever\even 
the (Spirit of truth) &:c. Peter 
found the truth of this, that 


Chriſt by his Spirit comes now 


wo his Church Militant. # bile 
Peter thought on the viſron, thy 
Spirit jard nnto hize, behold three 
men [eek thee. 
But 1n the ſecond place, that 
L may more particvl. icly and 
tvily aniywer to this que{izon, to 
wit, how Chriſt doth come to 
ts Church Mihtantto comfort 
her 1n all co; pditions 3 I will lay 
betore yu the generall condi- 
r10ns of mankinde,and ſhew you 
how 
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how Chnlt by his Spirit, as a 
Comftorter,comes to usin them. 
The general conditions of man» 
kinde are two, proſperity and 
adverſity. 

Proiperity would ſoon bring 
the ſoules of Gods people, to a 
comfortlefle condition, did not 
Chriſt by . bis Spirit come to 
them. Satan, thatevill Spirit 1+ 
{o buſte, comming tothe chil- 
dren of God, when ip proſperi 
ty, that did not Chriſt alto come 
to them by his Almighty Spirit, 
toquench all his ftery darts,their 
ſoules would Gencbe comftort- 
lefle, the Lord knowes. W hen 
Peter Was Warme In the High 
Prieſts Hall, then the Devi'l by 
a Damoſell came to him, and (o 
far he prevail 'd on him,that had 
not Ci:riſt lookt back upon him, 
and by his Spirit come to him, 
he had beene in a comfortl-{{- 
condition indeed. And thus 
© would 
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would the condition . of good 
men now be, which are warme 
in their neſts with outward 
things, did not Chriſt come to 
them: when the ſons ct God be 
honourable, and great amongſt 
the ſons of men, as David and 
Solomon, Iob Tacob,and Abrahim 
were; then the Devill in point 
of uy » though not out of 
love, viſitsthem often 3 and by 
often comming to them then, 
drawes their precious ſoules in- 
to many ſins, as pride,ambition, 
malice, ſenfuality, and the like 
| which like Cankers, quickly fret 
and eat out all divine conſolati- 
- in —_— and leave it like 
the Prodigall feeding n 

husks ; folacing it Gfe rrieh no 
other joy & content, then what 
the bare creature dipt in ſio,will 
afford the ſenſe;which you mult 
needs ſay, is of all comfortlelle 


| 


conditiens, the moſt and worl! | 


comfortlelle. 


A — 


f good 
warme 
itward 
Mme to 
30d be 
nongſt 
7 and, 
brahum 
| point! 
out of 
nd by 
| then, 
les 1n- 


me his { hurch M tlitart. 


| comfortlefle. Now that theſe 
may not be left in this comfort- 


Chriſt by his Spirit, thus comes 
to them. Firſt in a ſweet ſill 
| yoice behjnde them, as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, ſaying, ſometimes, 
in the midſt of their ſenſuality 3 
this 1s not the way to eternal] 
joy : no, this 1s the way, O ſen- 
luall ſoule ! walk in it. This (tl 
voice ſtrikes a damp 1n the mer- 
ry ſenſuall foule of a Chriltian, 
& makes his heart, 11 the mid(t 
of vaine laughter, ſad. If this be 
not prevalent enough to txrne 
him,but on againe he will in his 
[infull way 3 then Chriſt come: 

with a witneſſe, in thundering 
and lightning, to convince and 

[ting the conſcience, | as he did 

to the Iſraclites, to bring them 

'0 ſee their wickednefle 1n chu- 

ing a King. Untill God thun- 


lefle ſtate, to periſh eternally, | 


der'd and lighten'd from Hea- | 


| 


; 
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ven 
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| ven feartully, they layd notto 
{heart their. rejefting God as 
lhewr King, but went on {trongly | pe 
and unattectedly in their way. | |( 
' And juſt thus oft times it 1s, with [© | 
| many of the Sonnes of God in! Ui 
| proſperity : the ſtill. voice of |Þ 14! 
Chrilt-&veetly ſuggefting, and |F} |< 
 mildely checking for fin, 15 not |fÞ | 
ſtrong enough to ſtop and turne | | he 
them ; untill the Angell of the ju 


Covenant come downe into the 


| conſcience, and ſtand with a fla- | ct 
| | ming Sword, threatning no- 


ASA 


thing but Hell and Death , if | |: 
they make on a ſteppe further, hl 


«as 


;- at 
FAS 


- ; they ſhopnor turne not; which |] | *" 
je | though not Chrifts naturall car- | V; 
wy | riape to his children,yet he will | an 
7 m tender love , deny himſelte| ;Þt 
Þ | ; thus farre, as to put on an at-| [ink 
Ny | trig hting Vizard upon his (mi- ||| |! 
_ | Img countenance,and come ter- || |: 


£ 


ribly , and ſave violently, by (CO 
plucking his children out of the pr 
| fro. 'l | 


= 
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gt 


'and then he puls oft the tcrmable 


þ —_— With a countenance 
[we ct {melting myrrh, into [15 


cotortleſle, according to Chritts 
promiſe v3 Im all not leaue you Cons” | 


with 11s { hurch Milt! 


— 


| (ir2 4 rather then hee will lcave 
lany of his ſo comfortI-{1-, as to 
(periſh remediletle. Chrilt will 
ſp-ak out and ſpeak plaine,as t- 
did to David by Nathan, when a 
|(tll voice, and ſecret (i]-nt hints 
ou becks will not do. He will 
come and lay his mouth to a | 
\mans eare and cry aloud, when | 
he perceives that the ple -alure 
or profit oft f1n, hath mad« him 
very deate : he will never leave 
crying andc Wing, ſtriking and 
(no King, tul hel hath made the 
\deate ſoule heare, and humble 
himC (ite v ith Peter and Divid, 
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Vizard from his countenance, 
and lvokes upon the mourning 


& Lebanon, and his ps drop 


Doken (pirit, and fois not [-( 


forth: ſje v 
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( brift Communion __ | 
comforileſſe, 1 wil} come to you. | 
But ſuppoſe Satan ſhould not/? 
be buſie, comming, to the ſons 
of God in proſperity; yet would, 
worldly proſperity be a com-|| 
tortleſle condition, ſhould not! 
Chriſt by his Spirit come to 
them. Riches and honours, to- 
gether with all other delights 
ot the Sonnes of Men, they are. 
as the white of an Egge, things| 
without favour, unlefſe Chriſt! 
come along with them to us :/ 
_ tyre and weary, prick, dil- 
tract and vex a man : they rob 
him of his fleepe, and many 
times of his wits,nay,of his pre-| 
cious life : they drowne mens 
ſoulesin pride,voluptuouſnelſle, 
ſecurity , and ſo ſet them in the 
next way to Hell. This [nare; 
waits at every ungodly mans ta- 
ble, which makes proſperity to 
him comfortleſſe. ' This Snare 
that it may not catch the godly; 
| = Chriſt 
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____ with bu rs Chorch © Mult, rt. 
Chriſtcomes tothem by his Spi- 


0 you 
d not/'Þ rit, and ſandtifies proſperity tc 
e ſons \'Y them 3 be t2aches thew how 10 4 
yould JF bound; that is, how (oto ule the 
com-|F, creature, as to enjoy ſervice and 
d not|'Y comfort trom it, and tobring 
Ne to/F honour and glory to God by it. 
s, t0- |! | The creature is tmply of what it 
'ghts | provnileth ; and entiſfing with what 
yare|Y|/t hath : and this makes proſpe- 
ings | | rity to every carnall man,a com- } 
brit /F  fortleſle condition. Now to take 
us : i; off both theſe, Chriſt comes to 
dil- | ' his children which enjoy the | 
rob || creature plenteouſly - he comes | 
any! | in the creature, and ſocures the | 
pre- ||| | <miptineſle ofit : that is, by bi 
1ens| I | bleſſing he makes it ſatisfiable 
{le, | | and contentful] to the enjoyer, 
the| & | which it is not of it ſelfe : this 1s 
are | the peculiar gaine that attends 
ta-|F | the godly; Chriſt comes in the 
7 to. ' creature tothem , and ſo cures | 
are 


the — of it , and puts 
ſuch a ſupernaturall vertue and 
| ſweetneſle 


ly; | 
iſt | 
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{weetnelſle in it, that they = 
| 


£ 8 therewith contented. And as 
«4.7 © X . . 

I Cirriſt comes [x] the creatureto | 
2 cure the emptinelle of it, ſo hee ; 


| 
comes [with] the creature, to|Þ | 
| cure the entiling of it. He doth |Þ * 
| by the creature leade the {oules| | 
| of his children to the Creator : 
US | by the ſweet of theione, helifts 
te | up their ſoules to Heaven,to ad- 
| mire the {weetne(s of the other : 
{o that, that which others are 
entiſed and beſotted with, and 
reſt in,that they take wing trom 
to flee to Heaven, from whence 
comes every good and perfect 
gift, which 1s that indeed that 
makes proſperity a comfortable 
condition 3 which otherwiſe 15 
comfortleſle enough , the Lord 
knowes. 
| Secondly,adverlity would be 
| a comfortleile condition tothe | 
godly, if Chriſt by his Spirit did | 
not come tothem : ThisI ſup- 
poſe 
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© hee | 


with his Church ©M fbitant. 

pole none will deny.5 for wo affta- | 
Jion in it ſelſe 1s comfortable: or 
 joyſall,but comfort Ietient Chili 
| by his Spirit do not come to us. 
| Corporall afljiction 1s a com- 
 fortlefl& condition, unlctle 
| Chriſt come to us, and be our 
Phylitian, Spirituall atitiction 
15-a more comfortlefle conditi- 
on, it Chriſt donot come to us. 
| Here theſe two queſtions are 
[neceflary to be ag{wered : Firlt; 
huw doth Chriſt come to us 10 
| corporall affliction? Secondly, 


| how doth Chriſt come to us 1n |. 


| ſpirituall aftitdaon ? 
| To theſe queſtions both to- 
gether 1 thns an{wer: Chrilt the 
Phyſitian of: foule and body, 
' comes to both with comfort im 
one way; aud that 1s by helping 
the ſoule to apply the promiles 
'of God, which are ſuitable to 
' hisdiſtrefle. 1Fachildeof God 


be fad and forrowfull, becauſe 
of 
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of corporall affliction, Chriſt 


all-;xfficient. Chriſt by his Spirit, 


{ ſpreads abroad this Cardinal| 


promiſe before the ſad ſoule, 
and ſhewes him what a depth of 
mercy is fuulded upinit. There 


me,to find out wayes and means 
to dehtver thee, though never fo 
low brought. There 1s likewiſe 
a (ufticiency of power, to proſe- 
cute right meanestoaccomplith 
their right end. Nay, there is a 
lufticiency of power in me, to 
work about good for thee, O 
{ad foule, without meanes. 
There's a ſufficiency of affeCti- 
on and will, to declare power 
and wiſdome, with every Attri- 
bute elſe, for thy good. If for all 
this application and amplifica- 
tion of a generall promiſe, the 


ſoule ſtill droope under ſome 
corporal! 


— Li 


"y 


is a ſufkeiency of wiſdome in 


comes to him by his Spirit, with | | 
| this comfortable language, 7am 
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corporall calamity 3 Chriſt doth 
then in ſuch a ſoule , as Iacobs 
ſons and daughters did for him, 
They all roſe np ({aith the Text)| 
and somforied him : (fo Chrilt by 
his Spirit after a lively manner 
indeed, riſes up in ſuch a foule 
to comfort him : and now hee 
leads this mourning Chriſtian, 


to ſome particulsr promiſe; that | 


[1s ſuch a promiſe as ſpeaks not 
| of deliverance in generall, but 


which he groanes under. Asto 
| give you an inſtance, ſuppoſe a 
| Chriſtian be ſad 8& take thought 
| as Chriſt faith, what he ſhall eat, 
| what he ſhall drinke , and where- 
| withall he ſhall be cloatheds then 


the Comforter comes with this 


| of deliverance in particular, out | 
; ofthis or that kinde of diſtreſle, 


| particular promiſe, w®** (peakes 
of deliverance out of this parti- | 
cular diltreſle. Firſt , ſeeke the | 
Kinedome of God and his righte- | 
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S-1 Chriſts Communion 


onſneſſe, and all theſe vhings ſhall be 
added unto you : take therefore ne 
thought for to morrow, for to mor- 


34. ofit ſelfe, It yet torall this, the 
ſpirit of a Chriſtian ſtill com- 
plaine, as one fearing he ſhall 
want daily bread for him and 
his; then the Comforter comes, 
and per{wades the ſoule toreſt 
quietly upon «the promiſe of 
God. Hee ſpeakes now tothe 
complaining Chriſtian, as the 
Levits father 1n law did to him, 
Inde's 19:| Comort thy ſelfe I pray thee, with a 
morſell of bread. Comfort thy 
ſclte © mourning ſoule, I pray 
thee, with this particular pro- 
miſe, which 1s but a morlſell of 
that bread, which came downe 
from Heaven, one of the leaſt 
tavours that Chriſt hath procu- 
red for thee, ro wit, a right and 


| intereſt in the creature: with 


_ 


| this per{walive language, doth 
| Chriſt 


Mar.6. 33,| rowſhall take thought for the thing; | 


__ 


Jo he keeps hischildren in po- 


J fortle(le ; ſo hkewiſe he comes 


with his Charch Militant. 
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Chriſt follow the complaining 
ſoule, untill he hath p=zrſwaded 
him, to own his own mercy, and 


verty, from being comfortleſle. 

As Chniſt in corporall affli- 
cons comes to F1s children,and 
keeps them from being com- 


to them in ſpirituall affliftions, 
that they may not be left com- | 


I fortleſl-. If a childe of God be | 


J [ad and forrowſull , becauſe of 


this or that ſtrong temptation, 
the Comforter then comes to 
him with this ſweet language, 
My erace as ſufficient fer thee. 

| hou prayeſt, and Satzn temprs 
theez thou' doeſt faſt and pray, 
and yet Satan and thy Iluſtsare 

more violent upon thee : * thou | 
doeſt all this with bitter tearec, ! 
{and Satan 15 the more bitterly | 
bent againſt thee, and thou art | 

foil'devery moment. By this,O 


winngwed!| 


— — 5 
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fort us, vr wn il - the work and 


mii, 


C briſts C om non 
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winnowed ſ{oule ! Chriſt would 
ſhew thee, that thou wilt bee 
comfortleſſe, in the mid(t of all 
thy ſore {oule-labour,unlefle he 
come to thee. This ſame ſhall com- 


— 


toile of our hands , 1aid Lamech of 
Neah : ſo may we ſay of Chriſt; 
this lame mult comfort us, con- 
cerning the Jabour and toile of 
our ſoules with any temptati- 
on. or elſe we ſhall be comfort- 
lefſe,though we labour never ſo 
much : and this Chriſt doth and 
will do, 1 will not leave you com- | 
fortleſſe, I will come toyou. | 

It a Chriſtian lye languiſhing, | 
becauſe of Satans prevailing up-| 
on him by temptation; that hee 
may not be comfortleſle in this 
condition, Chriſt by his Spirit 
comes tohim,and ſhews him the 
fountaine of his blood , how 
deep it 1s,& how free it is. How 
deepe itis, that it will drown 


=? 


with bu Church Miluant. 


uld |! al! fin. Sins after converſion, as 
bee |! well as before : linnes often re- 
all || peated, as well as [ins once only 
» he || committed. And then he ſhewes 


the wounded ſoule , how free 


and | this tountaine 1s,for any that hun- 
b of [ger and thirſt for it , for any that 
tz! ze weary and hravie | idew , and 
on- || deſire to be eaſed byit 3 and fo 


by degrees drawes the woun 


att- |! ded ſoule, to waſh his wounds 1n 
rt-| it by faith, and fo Chriſt hcales 
r (0; [and comforts him. Asthe bre 
ind 'f/ thren of Ephraim comforted 


8! bim, when he mourned becauſe 
| [the men of Gath had ilaine his 


ng, ||| ſons, So Chriſt comes tous, and 
up- | comforts us, when the Devill b 

hee his temptations hath almoſt 
this (laine our {oules , hee like the 


irit {| good Samaritan, powresinoyle | 
the 1nd wine into our wounds, and | 
ow|fſ| cures us. Though Satan paſle 
ow || by, and his limmes paſle by,and 


leave us comfortleſle, in the day 
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( briſts Communion 

of our wounds and bleeding. 
et Chriſt cannor, ſo full of 
wels 1s he, nor will not, 1wil 

not leave you comfortleſſe, &vc. 
If a Chriſtanlye languiſhing. 
becauſe of often and frequent 
relapſes,after promiſes and pur- 
poſes todo better; If this Chri- 
ſtan in theanguiſh of his ſpirit 
ſpeak toevery godly friend, as 
the Prophet did to his, Therefore 
ſaid I, look away from me, Iwil 
weepe bitterly, labour not to com- 
fort me, becauſe of the ſpoiling of 
the Daughter of my people; Looke 
way from me O ye my Chriſti- 
an friends ! yea, and you my 
faithfull Miniſter ; for I will 
weepe bitterly, labour not to 
comfort mee, becauſe of the 
{poiling of my ſoule, by ſo of- 
ten finning, againſt vowes and 
promiſes, favours and bleſſings: 
Chriſt comes to this ſoule, and 
| will not leave him comfortleſle 
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in this condition, ( er It He 
mdeed a v ry deſpe -rate cond1- 
tion. ) The Comftorr- r uſa! ly 
| ike «this courle, with rch1s com 
 fortleſl- foule. to powre in ſome 
 ople into his deepe wounds : he 
rexfoneth with him from the 
mercy ot man, to the mercy of 
| Goditrom 1 drop ro the Ocean: 
ind it may be, taltens upon hts 
own language once £ tive ed to 
| Peter. Peter came toonur Saviour 
| indſaid, Lord,how oft ſhall my bro- 
ther ſom agarnit mz , and [ forgive 
| bim® till ſeen tames © Teſws ſaith 
| unto him, 1ſay not nntothee until! 
ſeven times, but witill jeventy 
tim 5 [or22n, From this {peech, 
| the Comforter thus realoneth, 
| with this ſad and ſore wounded 
| foule, viz If Chrilt would have 
| Peter ., a (infull man, fhew io 
| much mercy to one. ſo often of- 
 fending him;ſurely Chriſt 2 ho- 
ly God. and infinite in love, ts 
3+ ren!y 
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| ready to ſhew much more com- 
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(' brift Communion 


paſſion himſelfe, to thoſe that 
are penitent, though they have 
tinned trmes without number 
againſt him. Thus the Comtfor- 
| ter leadesthis deſperate Chriſti- 
{an, 254 weak wounded inan by 


the hand, from the mercy of 
man, to the mercy of God, and 
enables him this way,after ſome 
ſpace of time, to take in com: 


will not leave this Chriſtian 
comfortlelle. Chnit will never 
leave comming to this comfort 
leffe foule ; with this ſpeech of 
his to Peter. and others of like 
nature (as Chriſt is well furniſht 
| for a Comiorter) untill he hath 
brought him to drink willingly 
(tor Chriſt forceth no Phylck 
upon any Patient) of the cup of 
confolation more or lefle ; and} 
thelonger lick ſoules turn away 


fort : for Chriſt 1s reſolved. hel 


their heads from tiiscup, = 
mo 


with bis ( hurch Militant. 

more(many times)he perſwades 
[themto drink; at laſt. | 

It Chriſt textandi gratis for 
trials ſake, hide himſelfe frum a 
\Chriſtian,& ſo ſet him a mourn- 
ing. I ſhall ſhew you by and by, 
|how he comes to him. This isa 
'condition (though of all defer- } 
[ted conditions, the beſt) which | 
will make a Chriſtian heart | 
comfortlefle indeed. Thou didſt 
hide thy face, and I was troubled. 
Gods hiding his face, though | 
but for trials fake, will fo trou- 
ble a Chriſtian, that hee will 
quickly be a burthen to himſclt, 
and feare round about, as "tis 
ſaid of Faſhar, *T will make him 
weary of the night, and weary 
of the day 3 weary et his owne 
houſe, & weary of Gods Houl: ; 
;weary of mirth, and account 1: 
'madneſle ; weary of riches, ho- 
nours, yea lic it {clte, and wila 


| tor death. 0 that 1 niet have my | 
> 2 requel/t- | 
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| requeſt, and that God would gram 
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me the thing that T lone ſor , even: 
| that it would p'eaſe Godto deſtroy 


; ICs that he would let his hand looſe 
41a cut mce off ,, thenſbould I: & 
' have comfort : then thould | ſee 


'the face of God, which Tong! 


like Moſes to fee 3 then would he 
| }iſt up the light of his loving 
| countenance, an caule his tace 
to {hine glorioufly upon me, 
whereas nowl walke in the val- 
ly and ſhadow. ot death ; dark 
dayes are all that goe over my 
head ; the glorious Sunne of! 
righteouſncile ſhines not upon! 
, my toul, from morning to night. 
; To this ſad ſoule thus bemoan- | 
'ing himſelfe for want of his be- 
| loved. Chriſt his well beloved 
| thus comfortably comes. There 
hath ns temptation taken hold on 
thee yer, O mourning ſoule, but that 
which 1s common t0 man : and be 
aſſured of this, that God is ſa:thfull 
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by whow thou art tempted, and will 
þ# try thee above thit which thei 
art able : but will with the tempta- 
tron ao make 4 way to eſcape, that 
ye way be able to beare it. Fora 
[moment O faireſt of Womenz I 
(ay, juſt cauſe to hide my face 
'from thee,to try the truth of thy 
[love to me 3 but know,that with 
everlaſting kindnefle willI have 
mercy on thee. Thy dulneſle al- 
ſo inmy ſervice , and thylow-, 
[piling my company, did ſome- 
thing trouble me 3 but know, 

that the mountaines ſhill depart, 

and the bils bee removed , but my 
| kindneſſe ſhall never depart from 
[thee ; for this 15 as the waters of 
Noah unto me 4s I have ſworne 
that the waters of Noah, ſhould no 
[more eo overthe Earth; ſo have 1 
frorme that Twill not bewrothwith 
th-e, nor rebuke thee. 0 thou afft; 

(Jed, and toſſed with tempeſt, and 


(00! comforted, behold I will lay thy 
ſtoner 
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| ſtones with faire colours,and lay thy 
foundations with Saphirs, and | 
will make thy windowes of Agate, 
and thy gates of Carbuncles, and al 


ot this ſweet language of the 
Prophet to the naturall branch, 
the Comforter will fetch ſuch 
precious water of life, to revive 
this deſerted ſoule : with thele 
' kiſſes of his lips will he ſo com- | 
| fort him, that- he ſhall be con-| 
ſtrained to ſay with David, Thou 
| which haſt ſhewed me great treu- 
bles, haſt quicked me againe, and 
haſt Frath = me uf 4gaine fromthe 
depths of the Earth; thou haſt in- 
creaſed my joy and comforted me on 
every ſide. I could hitherto O my: 

| God, ſee thy back-parts ſome 
[ſad attributes of powerand _ 
| ſtice, which did terrifie my ſoul 
{to look on; but loe now'l (ee 
thy glory, thou haſt cauſedit| 
gloriontly to paſſe by me, nay, 
to 
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with hu (bur he Mil tant. | 


toſhine upen me : I ſce thy tace 
Ike Lebanon, comely as the 
Cedars 3 and herewith 1s my 
longing ſoule ſatished , as with 
marrow and fatnefle. This 7: 


ut 

he | my comfort, in mine afflitton, for 
h. I Spirit 0 Chriſt , by thy word 
þ WF hath revived mee. SO that this 
'e | (oule, though very forrowfull, 

le [yetis not left comfortletle, ne1 

+ | ther. Thus I have anſwered the 
Wl | ſecond 9were to wit, bow Chriſt 
w|}| comesto us. 

| Thethird thing thatI am to 
4 ſhew you, 1s, when Chriſt comes 
eſY/ tous. / will not leave you comfort- 
. fe e, I will come to you. But when, 
! 8 O my Savivur, wilt thou come 
Fro us? To this I anſwer firſt 


more generally, then more par- 
ticularly and determinately. 
[More generally and briefly, I 
{anſwer thus , C briſt 1s already 
[come., and 1s preſent with his 
Church Militant, and will be to 
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Chriſt s { ommunion 


the end of the world, as hath 
beenc already proved.7 am come 


into my garden , my Siſter , my 
Spouſe, I have gathered my Mirrh 


with my Spice I baveeaten my ho- 
ney combe with my honey © I have 
drunke my wine with my milke. 


Chriſt we ſce by this ſweet lan- 
guage, is come, and 1s withus 
already. 7am come, Cc. 


But when will bg come tome} 
in particular, asa Comforter ? | 
this 1s the queſtion. To this1 
an{wer fir{t negatively,then po- 
[tvely. Negatively I anſwer 
thus : viz. Chriſt doth not come 
to. us 1n this valley of teares, as 
Aaron was commanded to come 
into the holy place : Let him not 
come at all times, laith the Lord, 
teſt he die. It Chriſt ſhould not 
come to us at all times of our di- 
{treſfle, we ſhould die under our 
burthen, ſo comfortleſſe would 


be our condition. When my bo- 
_& 
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dy 
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dy isaftlicted. I ſhall be comfort- 
lefie, it Chriſt doe not come to 
me, When my ſoule is afflicted, 
[ ſhall be more com{ortleile, it 
' Chriſt doe not graciouſly come 
[to mee. When my head akes, 

teeth akes, back akes, or belly 
| ake 5 ; yea, when my leaſt finger, 


h us or} joynt in my body akes, I thall 
| be comfortlefle , unletſe Chriſt 
me! | come to me, {o dolorous and 
er * | comfortlelle a creature 1s man. 
isI'F Wherefore as a poſitive an- 
pO- wer, tothe queſtion ere- while 
ver | propoſed , know, that Chriſt 
me | comes to his Church militant, at 
as; alltimes : aslong as his people 
me |F' live in this valley of teares, and 
wot || are in any diſtrefle of foule or 
rd, || body. He comes to them in 
"Ot | F | proſperity, to ſweeten that, or 
Ji-[ 8 | dc there would be buta little 
ur | com fort and ſweetneſs init : but 
1d] {he comes tothem in all adver- 
C-|[Y | lity, after a more ſpecial] man- 


ner 
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| Chriſt: (ommunion 
ner to ſweeten that, being ot it} 
ſlte very butter ;, bitternefle in 


c 
the abſtract - my meaning is, al- Ml ( 
ropether bitter, without then 
eaſt ſweetneſle or pleaſure mn it, c 
to ſoule or body - for noafflift- v 
on 18 In the leaſt manner or mea- 
furs joyous, but as Chriſt, by his | f 
kind comming to us c tous | b 
makes it ſo. F: 

But here I ſhall be thus que-|| C 
(troned: wiz, if Chriſt as a Corz- || < 

| forter comes to his Church Mi-\ t 
litant, in every diſtrefle of ſoule |; 1 

| and body; how it that many| | 1 
of Gods children, in corporall | 1 


and ſpirituall afflictions . utter | 
comfortle{le and hopeleſle lan- 
guage, as thoſe that findeno 
Comforter come to them ? bh 
thy merty cleane gone, and batt 
thou forgotten to be CrYACIONS, ſaith | 
David, haſt thou ſhut ap thy loving | 
| kindneſſe in diſpleaſure , and wilt | 


, 


| thex be no mor, intreated; %6.Na- 


ny | 


g of it 
efle in| 
15, al-| 
t the 
1m it, 
Midh- 
mew! 
by his| 
then, | 
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ny y ſuch like (ad and dolorous 


complaints are (hl! uttered by ' 
ae of Gods deare children : 
now if Chriſt as a Comforter. | 
come to his ineverydiltreſſe. 
why is it thus with theſe ? | 

To this I will give anſwer | 
firſt more indirectly thus. Poſli- * 
bly that ſoule which thus com- | 


| plaines,cannot but confelle that | 


| retu & 4 It. 


Chriit hath come and tender'd } 
comfort to him, though hee | 
through anguiſh and unbelictc 
Now if our foule- | 


' Phylitian come from Heaven to 
'ns and brings Corc1als for us. 
{and we will not take them, but 


calt them behinde our backs« 


ſhall our Phyſician bee blamed 


for unfaithfulneſſe and neght- 
gence towards his Patients, as 

one that did not vilit them 2? 
Againe,poſlibly too, this foul 
which thus complaines, muſt 
conteſle that Chriſt came to 
him, 
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him, at the very beginning of 
his untraCcablenes towards God, 
and told him that this would! 


quickly bring him imto a com- | ce 
fortle(le condition, if not timely C 
lookt unto ; and bid him againe | ( 
and againe, by a ſweet (till voice | c 
behinde him,to be more pliable\Þ hi 
to God, as hee tendered his fa- || tc 
vour, and his owne comfort. ſn 
Chriſt came to his Spouſe, ſay-| c 
ing.0per to m2 my Siſter,my Love, | © 
my Dove, my fire one, for my heal © 
1s filled with dew , and my lockes lt! 
with the drops of the night. But fi 
| though Chriſt thus kindly came|Þ n 
to his Spouſe, yet ſhe unkinaly'Þ}I n 
put him off, and upon the mat- = 2 
ter nobetterthen (lighted him. | n 
I have put off my coat , how ſhall IF t 
put it ons I have waſhed my feet, « 
how ſhall T defile them 2 ec. Be-| | t 
cauſe of this untractable carri-|Þ 3 
age, Chriſt departed from his] 2 
Spoulc,and then ſhe made many| Il, ! 
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| temperancy 1n this of that,come 


ty dangerous; if I fhghthimin 
« — — this, 


es m— 


with bis Charch Miluant, 47 


— ——  - — ww — — — — 


complaints : 7 opened to my Belo- 
ved, but he had withdrawne him- 
elfe and was gone. T he Spouſe 
could not now truly ſay, that 
Chriſt had not come to hers but 
ſhe might truly ſay, that he did 
come to her , but ſhee ſlighted 
him, and therefore he was torc'd 
to leave her. Thus 'tis with ma- 
ny now. T hey mourne like Ka- 
cheln their miſery, and are not 
comforted, becauſe none from 
Heaven comes to them : ſuch as 
theſe, cannot challenge Chraft, 
for not making good his pro- 
miſe; to come to them , if for- 
merly hee have come to them, 
and they have ſighted him. If 
my Phyſitian, obſerving my in- 


to me and tell me, unlefle you 
refraine ſuch and ſuch thmgs, 
you will certainly fall into fuch 
2nd {ſuch diſeaſes, which are ve- 
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this, and afterward tall into 
thole diſeaſes, and Iye groaning 
under them, I cannot blame my 
Phyſitian , for not comming to| 
me, but blame my ſelfe that did! 
lo flight him. So 'tis betweene| 
Chriſt and many a mourning 
{oule. Chriſt hath come to them! 
and told them,that if they goon! 
in this ſinfull courſe and that, 
that it will rob them quite of 
their heavenly cemforts; buthe! 
in this friendly way hath beene 
[]ighted, the ſoule hath beene (o/ 
far taken with the ſweetneſle of 
ſomething below Chriſt, and ſo 
at laſt hath found the evill of 


his owne way, according to' 
Chriſts prediction, and yet com-/ 
plaines of Chriſt not comming] 
to him; but how juſtly, judge 
yOu. | 
Againe, as this foule poſſibly] 
cannot juſtly complaine » that] 
Chriſt hath not come to him: (o/ 
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with his Church Militant. 


\ſibly hee cannot juſtly com- 
olaine,, that Chrilt 8 not come 


I1n 

. o him. That foule which com- 
7 to plaines after Chrift, cannot tru- 
did] ly ſay,that Chriſt1s not come to 


him : for we can never truly de 

lireto com: to Chriſt,, or that 
Chriſt ſhould com- to us, unleſs 
he were already with us,and we 
at MW with him. Cheilt: 1 conclude 
of Mth<n is come to this complaining 
he W ſfoule, though nat in that man- 
ne nr and meaſure as hee detires 
CI him. The thought of what I 
of I long for, if | have the leaſt hope 


{off of attaining it, tz a degree of 


of I conlulation. 

to Finally and more direCtly, I 
+ anſwer to this complaining foul 
thus, Chriſt asa (cnlible and ſa- 
tisfactory Comforter, comes to 
us at his tim2, aud not at ours. 
Now Chriſts time to come to 
comfort mourners,1s then, when 
mourners will make him molt 
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(hrifts Communion 
welcome; and that is uſually 
whenthe ſoule is brought tothe 
greateſt extremity, that it is cx- 
pable of, and noturterly mif- 
carry. When Peter was ready to 
ſink onthe Sea, and cryed out, 
Maſter (ave mee or T periſh , then 
Chriſt came to him, and catcht 
him by the hand : thus doth 
Chriſt »ſually come with ſenſi 
ble and ſatisfactory conſolaty 
ons, when poore ſoules are al- 
moſt quite ſpent with temptati- 
on?, and ſoule anguiſh, and look 
every houre when they ſhall dic 
and drop into Hell. He hall rome 
I@ 5,05 the Latter and former ram 
unto the Earth, faith the Prophet. 
That 1s,at the ſeaſonableſt rime. 
when the ſoule will make him 
moſt welcomezand that js, when 
burat and fcorcht with Satans 
fiery darts,as the Earth with the 
tervent heat of the Sunnezwhen 
parcht and chapt, ga ping for | 


ome 


| with his Church . AMilttaiit. 
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ome heavenly ſhowers : then 
Chriſts vilits will be kindnef{;: 
indeed : and Chnits coniolati- 
ons. {weet indeed. TI his (hll re- 
member, O mourntog ſoul, that 
| Chrilt keeps his word, it he doe 
| not leave ws comortleſſe : 2nd this 
| be atfured he will not do, I will 
| wot lexve you comportl, ſje, I will 
| come to you. 
| But why wilt thou come to 
me O my Saviour? Tothis 1 
laoſwer firſt thus,viz Chriſt will 
| come to his Church Militant to 
| be a Comforter to fuliill hisF a- 
| thers will. The - Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, {anth Chrilt, hbecouſ- 
theLord hath anornted me ,topreach 
good tydines to the meeks, he hath 
lent mee to binde up the broke u- 
heartec 4, to proclaime libert yio the 
Captive, and the opening of Pri)on 
to them that arebound, to pro- 
claime the acceptable yeare of the 
Lord , to comfort ab that mons ve, 


Oc By this Text we ſee, | 


| 
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- - —O—C Þ—_ — ——— — 


——— wo. 


Chrifts Comma numon 


Chriſt is anointed for this end, 
to come to us and be our Com- 
furter, whileſt we live here be- 
low mourning in Ziow. Whats! 
ſaid of the three friends of 7ob, 
that may I ſay of the bleſſed) 
Trinity-They made an appointment | 
together , to come t0 comfort him. 
So the bleſſed Trinity, have 
made an appointment together! 
to come to us by Chriſt, and, 
all diſtreſſes, ſweetly to comfort 
us 


— —_— i... AM. rt. = 


— 


Secondly Chriſt will comeas 
a Comforter to his Church Mr 
lirant, becauſe he hath promi-) 
ſedit. As Chriſt promiſed this} 
in my Text, ſoin many other 
Texts. And if 1 coe away, Twill | 
prepare 4 place for you , and wil! 
come againe : and I willpray th'| 
Father, and he ſhall give you ane-/ 
ther Comforter,that may abide with' 
you for ever. Bythele promiles| 


A. eee an... 
nn 


Chrilt 


- —- -—— — - -—— -_—OO——_ — 


war_ oO -- —_— —_— 


1 


with his { arch Militant. 


! Chriſt hath obliged himſclfe, to 
come as a Comforter to us : let 
{ therefore our deſervings of 
{comfort bee what they will. 
Chriſt will come to us, becauſe 


— 


{ he hath promiſed he will.Chriſt 
{ſtands much upon his word : 


Chnſt is God , and God cannot 
ye. Though we beleeve not, yet he 
abideth faithfill,, and cannot deny 
h1melſe. A Chriſtian 1s ready 


to lay to Chriſt as 7ephthato the 


Elders of Gilead : did not ye hate 
me and expell mee out of my Fa- 
thers houſe f and why are ye come to 
me now, when yee are in diſtreſſe © 


ſaid Zephtha. So faith a Chrilti- 


| 


an, did not I hate theeO my 
Saviour, and did not I doc what 
in mee lay to expell thee from 
my ſoule, by my inning againe 
and againe againſt thy Spirit ? 
And why art thou come to mee 
now, to comfort mee in my dF 
ſtrefle > Why,this that was fore- 
T2 MM 
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ſaid, may ſuftice, O ſinful foul, 

as an anſwer Chrilt loc les not 
at what thou haſt done, butat 
what he hath promiſed 5 and his 
word he will keepe, though w: 
change as the Heavens: Heaven 


| 
f canes ;' the firſt whereof 18 this,| 


—— 


{and Earth (hall paſſe away, but 
{not one Jot of his word ſhall fall 
| to the ground. I will not leave you 
| omfors tl. ſe 1 will come to you. 

| Thelc i concerveare the prin- 
cipall grounds, why Chriſt 


| COMes 3s a Comforter to his 
| Church Militant : two grounds] 
more way be alledged, as Canſe| 
mins jrincipales, eſſe principall | 


Chriſt comes to us in our +} 
[treiles as a Comforter, that we| 
may not ſtretch out our hands! 
unto iniquity. Man in diſtreflc | 
is ſo delirous of eaſe', rhat if; 
Chriſt do not come to him and 
comfort him, he'1Ilgo to Sinand | 
Satan for eale, Cain was diſcon- | 


(lars, ! 
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Frncg , and becauſe Chriſt did 
nvt come to him as a Comfor- 
ter, he ran like a vagabond up 
and downe the world , to hnde 
calc in any thing. Judas was dil- 
'confolate, and becauſe Chnit as 
a Comforter did not come to 
him, he made a halter his Cum- 
forter. Saul being in diſtreſ(le by 


did not corme to him by Urim, 
nor by Viſion, nor by Prophets, 
he went to the Devill tor com- 
fort. Now that Chriſts children 
may not thus do, Chriſt will not 
leave them comportleſſe , but will 
come to them. 

The- ſecond ground why 
(Chriſt will come to his Church 
| Militant as a Comforter, 15 this, 
That he may ſtop the mouthes 
of all ungodly wretches, who 
(ay of the godly whenin great 
(ſtreſſes Perſecute and iaks thow 
for there is none to deliver then,l\ 


wicked 
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wicked man Jooking upon a 
wounded ſoul with a carnal ce, 
breaks cut into ſome ſuch lan- 
guage as Achiſh did concerning 
David, i oe you ſee the man is mad, 
T his man 15a diſtracted perſon, 
fitter for Bedlam, then for Gods 
houſe : an idle crackt-braine 
t-.low, unfit to come into (0- 
Now that 
Chriſt may blence ſuch black 
mouth'd men astheſe, he gract- 
ouſly tomes to ſuch wounded 
ſoules, apd heales their broken 


hearts,& binds up their wounds 
| he pewres the Spirit of conſola- 
' tion upon ſuch as went mourn- 
ing all the daylong, and makes 
them waike with joy and ſtrong 
conſolation, fo thatſuch as cen- 
ſurcd them for this and that, are 
forc'd to lay their hand upon 
their meuth, and to condemne 
themſelves as blinde Bats, - and 
r ot able to diſcerne the wayes 


of 
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with his Church Militant. : | 
God towards his children. 
Having thus openec the point 
in hand, I will inthe next place 
ſhew you how uſefull it 1s,to the 
wicked and to the godly. Will | 
not Chriſt leave any of his chil- 
dren upon Farth comfortleſle, 
but ſtill as a Comforter ceme ta 
them? Then you which livein 
rour fins, and ſoconſequently 
'none of Chrilts children may 
colle&t the unhappineſle of your 
| condition frem this point. You 
ſhall live and dye comfortlefle, 
' for Chriſt will not cemeto you) 
[25a Comforter 3 thus he comes 
only 10 his children. Chriſt will 
net come to you in proſperity 
asa Comforter; and therfore 1n 
the midſt of ſenſuall laughter, 
your hearts will be ſad : 1n the; 


midſt of all thy worldly con- 
tents, thy ſpirit will at times 
gnaw and beat within thee, and 
never will all thou enjoyeſt give 


Chrifts { ommucnion 


any complacency of comfort to 
thee, becaule Chriſt as a Com- 
forter comes not toghce. All 
outward comtorts, without the 
inward conſolations of Chrilt, 
they are as good broath unſea- 
toned, which rather cloys then 
contents the appetitezthey wea- | 
ry, diftract, and ve x, and not re- 
vive the owner. Be It, that thou 
ant as wile as Achitophel, asclo-! 
quent as Herod, as learned as 
Gamealicl, as rich as Nabal, as ho- 
nourable as Hazrar, as great in 
the Church as Indas; why, yet 
{halt thou live comfortleſlezthat 
;*, utterly deſtitute of Cele. 
| ftrall conſolation, one droppe 
whereof hath more foule-revi- 
ving [weetnefle in it, then all the 
things of this life can afford. 
Alas ! what is learning ? what is 
wit, wealth, honour, or any 0- 
' ther worldly thing to comfort 
me,it Chrilt donot come tome? 


with brs Charch CM ltant. 
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A man may have all that this 
world can attord, and yet hang 
hins{clte for want of comfort, it 
it the WChriſt come not to him, as Ach1- 
briſt, rophel, Indas, and others have 
nſea- done: 

then Y No men laugh lowder, nor 
wea- laugh ottner then wicked men 
t re- Fin proſperity : no man merrier 
houſFinan Alchouſe, Playhouſe, T a- 
clo! verne, Faire, or Market, then 
d as they : and are not theſethen the 
ho-|E only comfortable men in this 
tin/ world ? 

yet To this I anſwer firſt thus; 
hat | laughter 15 one thing, and ſpiri- 
le. | tuall conſolation another thing. 
pe Every one that laughs hath not a 
1- | cheerefull ſpirit within: for in 
he} the midſt of Jaughter a mans 
d. | & heart may be ſad, ſaith Solomon. 
is] | And ſo on the other hand,every 
>| | one who hath a comfortable 


2 # we donot readeth-£t Chriſtever 
Jaughed, 


t| © ſpirit, hath nota laughing face : | 
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and yct had more comfort in 
| his Spirit, then all the merry 
men of this world. 

Secondly I anſwer thus, ſome 
| mens ſpiritsare ſo lefrof Godto 
| levity and vanity, that they will 
(laugh at the wagging of a ſtray 
| (as wee ſay.) This 18 a great 
| judgement of God upon the 
| pirit,and not to be accounted a 
comfortable and happy condi- 
[tion ? 'Tis apaſtime to fooles tods 
wickedly, ſaith Solomon. This 
not properly called wirth (ſaith 
| he?) but wadneſſe. You ſhall ſee 


mad men laugh ſometimes ex- 


low , as if their ſpirits wereas 
full of joy as they could hold: 
what ſhall wee conclude now, 
| thattheſe forlorne creatures are 
in a comfortable condition? 


; Alas ! ſay we, if they were but| 


ſenſible of their condition, they 
would ſoon ceaſe laughing, and; 
_ 


ceedingly, and hoope and hal-F 


——_— 


4 wit bh his Charch MM etant, = 
fort inÞ<gin lamenting. And ſo may 
merry lay to you of all that laugh and 


fomeFnd fo conſequently have no 
0d to Comforter from Heaven come 
y will to them,they are mad men: were 
ſtraytheir eyes open to (ee their for- 
preat}lorne condition, they would 
1 the quickly change their note, ancl 
ted 2 Yturne their mirth intomourning 
»ndi- © as [ares ſaith, 

tb Why, but. doth not Chriſt 
hisisY come to the wicked in proſpe- 
ſaith MY rity 

| ſe Yes, nodoubt tobe made of 
;ex-M of it. Chriſt came to Belſhazzar 
hal-@ whilſt hee was quatting inthe 
rea} golden veſlels of the Temple, 
jd ;Y and wrote downe his-wicked- 
ow, Yj 2cfle in the wall. And thus hee 
comes to all ungodly perſons in 
proſperity, to write downe all 
their ungodly deeds, that ſo he 
may exactly judge them at the 
great day of account. 


cjoyce,and yet live 1n their ſins, | 
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Why, but doth not Chriſt 
come asa Comforter, to wicked 
men that are great and wealthy? 

Chriſt regards no man for hi: 
wealth, or for any externall 
greatneſle. If a man be never (o 
rich, or never ſo honourable, 
yet if hee have not denyed his 
luſts, and given up himſelfeto 
Chriſt,to be ruled by kim,Chrill 
willnever come tocomfort him, 
if hee would give him all hee 
hath for his paines; he will not! 
ſteppe a foot outa doores toa! 
Prince, if he be wicked. | 

Why, but though hee will 
not come to ungodly men as4 
Comtorter in proſperity, when 
they can make ſome ſhift with-| 
out him, yet hee will cometo! 
them as a Comforter in adverſi- 
ty, when all other comforters 
faile. 

No hee will not. Chrift will 
not know thy ſoule in adverſity, 
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which art a dilobeyer of him. 

As he would not let Dives have 

a droppe of water toccole his | 
tongue, though in unutrerable | 
torments, where many oceans 
would not in the leaſt mea- | 

ſure have quenched the flames; | 
ſo neither will hee attord thee | 
the leaſt drop of conſolation m| 
thy greateſt extremity 5 though | 

thou cry L ord,Lord,and cut thy | 
fleſh in the fervency of thy ſpt- | 
rit, like Zaals Prieſts to prevaiic, 
yet ſhalt thou befent empty a- 
way. Nay Chriſt will be fo far 
from Hh. 100 1 Com tortcT to un- 
g4aily men when in miſery, that ! 
hes will addetothciro; ward | 

miſery. inward miſcre. When | 
thy body 1s in dilfrelic. Chrilt | 
will awaken thr fou'c, thatnow | 


lves atlee; ww, and ſex! v coni{ct- 


ence a gnawing within thee, | 
which will bee or ater rofrure | 
then if thou wert ruckt 1n+=xery | 
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| \limbe. Thou miſt (en | for 
'golly Miniſters & godly friends 


bs 'to C Mmfort th2e then, and they (Wn 
pl | | poſſibly may deliver very com- rl 
"FY | fortable thing3,but they (hall be | 3+ 
"Ip ' of no more (avour to thy fouls, BY 
Noa ' then the white of an Eg22, be fcc 
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| cauſe Chriſt as a Comforter will Yte 
[not ſpzak thoſe (wzet things to ce 
thy ſoule, which thy frien4s do 
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| of Ieruſal:m , {0 ma1y I b2wule co 
the miſerable condition of all co 
ungodly men. Theſe tw2 thing an 
are com? unto thee, who ſhall be ſar ev 
ry for th:e £ de(olation and d (ru 

Iſs 1.19] Fion y and the funin?, 411 th: 0: 
| ſword * by whom (bd! I comfort Wn 
thee?So (ay I to all unzodly pzr-\Wh1 
ſons, miſery upon miſery will cr 
frlt or laſt (e1ze upon yoa, and | pl 
who then wiil bz {orry for you? 1m 
| Famine, and (word, and p2lti-|{t 
lence; (icknelle, and death, and]}=| u; 
"TT" 16. "BY. HOO judgements}! 
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you bee comforted ? your ho- 
nours cannot comfort you: your 
riches & friends cannot comfort 
you - yuur father the Devill hec 
will not then comfort you: your 
conſcience which you have of- 
ren ſinned againſt, ſhall not 
comfort you, but torture you, 
becauſe Chriſt will uot come to 
you, to (ſprinkle it wth his 

blood, and pacific 1t. So that I 

conclude all thus : you will live 
comfortletle, dye comfortletle, 
and abide in H-Il after death 
everlaſtingly comfortlefle. 

Tis true all that you ſay Sir : 
man iS a comfortletle Creature 
indeed, unlefle Chriſt come to 
him, I finde it by wofull expert- 
ence. I have much wealth m my 
purſe, and yet but little peace w 
my ſpirit. I ſee the Devill (mee 
thinkes) now & then lit a [ride 
upon top of my money-bag> 

waiting 
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waiting for me, when I come to 
comfort my ſelfe in the behold-| 
ing, of them 5 and to what this 
will come atthe laſt, I cannot 
tell, Sinne I amfſurelI do; and! 
comfortleſſe becauſe of (innel| 
jam and more comfortleſle eve- 
ry day I look to be,unleſſcChriſt 
'come to mee; and yet how to 
get him tocome to me, | know 
not. 

Would'ſt thou , O comfort 
leſle creature, have Chriſt to 
come to thee? Do then to Chrilt 
25 Lydiadid.to Paul, lovingly in- 
vite him tocome to thee. Make 
knowne thy comfortleſle con- 
dition to Chriſt, and then ear- 
ne\tly entreat him to viſit thy 


poore ſoule. The ground why 
I exhort thee O ſinner thus to] 
doe, is, becauſe God hath pro- 
miſed to give his holy Spirit to} 
them that ask it. If therefore 
thou wouldſt have Chriſt by his| 
Spirit! 


— 
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with bus Charch AMMiliwant. 
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ome tolff] Spirit to come to thee, invite 
ehold-Whim, aske him, beg, and intreat 


Hat this] 
cannot! 
03 and} 
(innel! 


le eve- 
-Chriſt 
10w to 
know 
mfort- 
rilt to 
Chriſt 


him to come and dwell in thy 
ſoule; and tell him that he ſhall 
have every roome in thy heart 
at command. As Reheckaby bro- 
ther ſaid ro Abrahams (ervant,So 
do thou ſay to Chriſt. Come in 
thou bleſſed of the Loyd, twherefore 
tmacſt thou without ? for 1 have 
prepared the howſe, and roome for 
the Camels, &-c. Come in thou 
bleſled of the Lord , wherefore 
ſtandeſt thou without ? here 15 
roome for thee and all thy glo- 
rioustraine. | Here's an undet- 
ſtanding, will, memory, attectt- 
ons, they ſhall beall atthy uſe 
and ſervice O Chriſt, wheretore 
come in thou bleſſed of the 
Lord, & make thy aboade with 


me. Thus continue crying to | 


Chriſt, and longing for him,and 


by this thou wilt declare thy | 


preat love unto him, and ſo 
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make thy ſelfe capable of tha 
| [weet promiſe, which faith, ; 


4 man love mee. the Father loveth 
him, and wee willcome unto him, 
nd take our aboade with him 
Then will thy condition bee 
omfortable indeed, when thou 
haſt got ſuch glorious in-mates 
15 theſe to dwell with thee. 
Having thus ſpoken what | 
thought ft to the wicked, by! 
way of application from this! 
point, L will now addrefle my; 
{clfe to {peake unto the godly,] 
and ſhew them how uſefull thi 
point may be unto them. I ſhall) 
firſt ſpeake to ſtrong men, and 
then unto Babes in Chriſt : to; 
ſuch as can tell me, that Chriſt 
as a Comforter is come to them. 
Secondly toſuch as can tell mee 
they never yet found Chriſta 
a Comforter come to them:and. 
laſtly ro ſuch who can tell mee} 
that they have found Chriſt asa Þ 


Com forter | 
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with his (' march Militant. 


of that OE Kon 
aith, 1 
r loveth 
to him, 
th him. 
nN bee 
n thou 


omforter come to them, but 
ow they have loſt him. To you 
hat tell mee you finde the truth 
ff this doCtrine by bleſled ex- 
perience, that Chnit is come to 
ou; [ have only two things to 
3y : firſt this, Make it ſure to 


mates Why (clfe that Chriſtindeed asa 
"har omforter 1s come to thee, and 


hat thy ſoule is not deluded in 
hy joy & conſolation. Second- 
y, {trive fo to walke , that thy 
vmforter which is come to 
hee may never depart from 
| ſha hee. Firſt ſtrive to make it 

ang ne that Chriſt is indeed come 
A Fo thee : that the comtort which 
þ my Fhou haſt is from the Comforter, 
0» Fo wit, the Spirit of Chriſt, and 
*c-\Briot from the ſpirit of deluſion. 
= There is great need thatI 
iſtas\Þ ould preſſe this jaſtruttion up- 
:and Bn you, becauſe the ſpirit of de- 
mee Bi fon ts plentifully powred out 
252 Fn theſe latter dayes. The hypo- 
Jeter EF 2 crite| 


d, by! 
1 this! 
le my! 
odly, 
I] this 
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that this his joy, 15 the joy of the 


{ kriſts Comme vin 
- Ye es 


crite hath his joyz and he judge; 


Holy Gholc,and as good as need 
to bee, whereas itis a joy that 
ſhall perz/b (ſaith the Scripture); 
joy that will end-1n deſperate 
ſorrow. He thinks that Chriſt a; 
4 Comforter 1s come to him, 
whereas *t1s onely the Devil 
transformed into an Angell o 
light. And thus indeed are ma 
ny thouſands gulled and cheat 
ed in their comfort. Sadneſle 
would overſhadow the ſmiling 
face of many a man,if he did but 
diſcerne how groundleſle hi 
joy and comfortis; and whata 
vaine' ſhadow inſtead of atrne 
ſubſtance, his poore ſoule isde- 
luded withall. Wherefore my 
brethren it concernes you, that 
tell re, you are ſenſible that the 
Comforter is come to you, to 
take paines to make it ſure to 
your {eIves, tF at your ſoules are 


nct deluded. Y When 


| 


with his (hurch Militant 
When the Spirit of God came 
upon $aul that hee propheſicd, 
the people that knew him be- 
fore (aid, What is come to the Sor 
of Kiſh ? is Saml amongſt the Fro- 
phets £ Thus doe thou ſay to thy 
ſoul who artſo merry and com- 
fortable, viz. What is come to 
thee O my ſoule ! that thou art 


now ſo joytull and cheerefall ? | 


Once I am ſure thou wenr'ſt 
mourning-all the day long : 1s 
Chriſt as a Comforter come to 
thee?If Chriſt by his Spirit have 
brought glad tydings to thee, 
why then O my glory, contiaue 
inthy mirth : but if not, why art 
thou ſo merry O wy foule? thy 
mirth is but madneſle. As Da- 
vid queſtioned his ſoule for ſad- 
neſle, ſaying, "y art thou ſo ſad 
0 my ſoule? and why art thou jo caſt 


downe within me £ $0 mailt thou 


doe well toqueſtionthy mirth, 


ſaying, why art thou lo merry |. 


O 
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72 froilt {ame - Dh 
O my loule ? and why art thou 10 
{o much lifted up within me? Is|ll no 
thy Comforter our Lord Jeſus| hee 
Chriſt mdeed come tothee ? OW for 
then'my glory ceaſe not tode-||iſ|1oc 
clare thy comfort,by any ccme-| ny 
ly poſture and geſture : burif]Þ for 
not, a houſe of mourning, O my| the 
ſoule, 1s fitter for thee thenalÞY lt 
houſe of mirth 5 garments of || ſp: 
Sackcloth and ſadnefſe, would]! th 
better become tnee, then gar-||| co 
ments of joy and gladnefle.You|} nc 
wy _—_ know how J/aac once ſpake to] tri 
| his ſonne, Art thow(laid he) m1 th 
very Sonne Ejau ? $o doe thoulfY|if 
| humbly queſtion thy Comfor-| | th 
ter. Art thou my very Comfor-||- 
ter mdeed ?' Art thon the very| | ft 
Chriſt the Sonne of God, which|Þ | w 
{peakeſt conſolation tomy ſoul? | I | {c 
You know how 7ohnqueſtioned| I} |t! 
Chriſt much after this manner, |] |! 
that hee might not be dectived|F | tc 
4 als concerning him. Art thos he that a 
hould\ 
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fould com come. or do wee mot looke for 
aother:So do thou ſay, Artthou 
ee that ſhould come and com-[ 


fort my ſoule ? or ſhould not] 
[look for another? T here be ma- 
ny falle Chrilts, and falſe com- 


 forters now in the world, 


and 


they deceive many : whe refore 
|| beſeech thee ſpeak out, and 


ther. 


ſpeak plainly to my foule, whe 

ther thou bee hee that ſhould 
come and comfort mee yea or 
not, that if I have obtained the 
true Comforter, may give God 
the glory of his great kindreflc; 
if not, I may ſeeke out for ano- 


How ſhould I know (may the 


\ ſtrong man in Chriſt ſay tome) 
| whether hee that is come to my 
| foule with conſolation, bee hee 
'that ſhould come, or not 2 How 
[ſhould I be able to make it ſure 


[tomy ſoule, 


that the conſolati- 


on whichl have 1s from the Spi- 
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rit 
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it : he caſts downethe ſoule for 


Chrifts (ommunion Pe 
rit of Chriſt,and not from a ſpi- 
rit of deluſion ? 

To this I thus anſwer, viz. If 
he that is c--me to thy ſoule bee 
hee that ſhould come, to wit, 
Chriſt; thou ſhalt inde that hee 
doth more workes then onein 
thy ſoule:he doth not only con 
fort thee, but hee doth many 
great works beſides this. Chriſt 
doth many great workes 1n a 
mans ſoule before he comforts 
hims and hee doth many great 
workes in his ſou], after he hath 
comforted him. Chriſt doth ma- 
ny great workes in the ſoule of 
man, before he comforts him: 
he doth break the heart before 
he bindes it up: he firſt wounds 
the heart, before he will heale 


linne, before he will raiſe it up. 
Now to break the heart of man, 
which the Scripture compares 
toan Adawant for hardnelle, is 


with his Church CAM Lrant. | 


1great work 5 and yet this doth 
Chriſt throughly, before hee 
comforts throughly. The break- 
ing of the hard heart of man, 
hath many great worksabout it, 
ere it bz effected. The convin- 
cing th: ſoule of ſinge, which 
ſelte-conceited man 1snot ealily 
brought unto. The making of 
lin cut of meaſure (infull, in the 
ſouies apprehenſion, which 
blinde man is not eaſily brought 


to ſce. The making of manto 
loathe himſelfe, for the evils 
which hee hath committed a- 
eainſt God, which man full of 
ic|{e-love 1s not eafily wrought 
unto. The making of man ts 
long for peace and recenciliatt- | 
on with God, as the greateſt 
happincſle in the world, and to 
beg tkis bleſſing with teares, as 
a ſoule that ſees hee ſhall dye 
and periſh eternally without it; | 
which man that naturally hates 1 


__ God, 
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| God, is ncteaſily wonne unto. 
Yet all theſe difhcult workes 
doth Chriſt doe in the ſoule of 
man,before he comes asa Com- 
 forter to him. Which Chriſt 
confirmes where he ſaith , Bleſ- 
ſed are they that monrne, for they 
ſhall be comſorted, 

Now would'ſt thou know 
whether he that 1s come to thy 
ſoule , bee hee that ſhould 
come or not ? why then tell me, 
W hat did precede thy comfort 
which now thou haſt ? Did 
Chriſt leade thee to the Wels 
of Conſolation by the waters of 
Marah# Did hee bring thee to 
ſowe in teares, ere he gave thee 
to reape thy great harveſt of 
[joy ? Waſt thou ever in the 


| houſe of mourning ? Did the} 


| ſpirit of heavineſle for (in ever 
take hold on thee? Was th 
| hard heart firſt broken, andat- 


terthis bound up? Firſt woun- 
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ded, 


with his Church Alilitant. 


ded, and: after this healed ? 
Didſt thou goe mourning for 
diſhonouring God all the day 
long, and after many dolorous 
dayes thus ſpent, did thy Com- 
forter come to thee ? Surely 
then he that 1s come, 1s he that 
ſhould com-, and do not looke 
tor another : but if otherwiſe, 
thou haſt-juſt cauſe to bee jea- 
lous of thy joy. 

Againe, Chriſt as hee doth 
great workes in the ſoule before 
he comforts it, fo he doth great 


workes in the ſoule after hee | 


hath comforted it. That ſoule 
whichChriſt comforts,he makes 
a very fruicfull ſoulc inall grace 
[to his glory. No watersmake 
[the ſoule of a Chriſtian grow 1n 
| grace, like the waters of conſo- 
lation, The comforting Spirit 
ot Chriſt is roa Chriſtian inthe 
| wayes of obedience, as winde 
jand tide to a Ship : that which 


makes 
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makes him runne the wayes of 
Gods Commandments. That 
Chriſtian which 1s comforted by 
Chriſt, prayes fervently, and 
prayes frequently. Conſolation 
gives winges to ſupplicaticn. 
That Chriſtian which is com- 
forted by Chriſt, prayſeth God 
with ſtrong affection, A ſoule 
comforted by Chriſt,is as anin- 
ſtrument well tuned by a skil- 
full Muſitian : hee will, upon 
every occalion, make ſweet me 
lody intheeares of the Almigh. 
ty. True conſolation is from 
Heaven,and it carries that ſoule 
{trongly to Heaven, in which it 
is. True conſolation is from 
Chriſt, and it wjll make a Chri- 
{tian live wholly to Chriſt. To 
whom much 1s forgiven they 
love much - and this love con- 
ſtraines them to deny thein- 
ſelves, and to follow Chriſt un- 
to death. 
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Would'ſt thou know then for 
certaine O ſtrong man in Chriſt, 
that hee which 1s come to thy | 
ſoule, 1s he which ſhould come ? 
Why then look what aCtivity is 
in thy ſoule to duty. Is thy ſoule 
242 Gyant refreſhed after wine? 
ſtrong and vigorous to the pra- 
Qiſe of all good duties?Art thou 
abundant in the worke of the 
Lord? Art thou a ſweet Singer 
in Iſrael of the prayſes of the 
Lord ? Is thy heart at thy mouth 
kaping within thee , like the 
Pabe in Elizabeths wombe,when 
thou art telling what God hath 
done for thy ſoule? Art thou (19 
a word)a holy & heavenly man, 


| heavenly God? Doth thy joy 
tranſcend the joyes that this 
world affords, in ſweetneſle ? 


'Doth it raif* thyſpirit to admire | 
the love of God 2 and doth it 
"make thee dead to ſeculardc-| 
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lights? and to account naked 
carnall mirth madneſle? empty 
huskes for brutes to feed on? 
Then mayeſt thou comfortably 
conclude, that he which is come Yt 
to thy ſoule, 15 he wbich ſhould 
come, an1donot look for ano- 
ther : but if :hou art merry and i; 
cheertull, but not holy and hea- 
venly, hee that 1s come tothy 
ſoul. is not he that ſhould come, | 
wherefore I bclccch thee tol 
look for another. ; 
A ſecond inſtruction which ||: 
| would commend to ſtrong men|Þl| - 
in Chriſt 1s this : after thou halt! | 
made it ſure tothy ſoule , that] ; 
| Chriſt as a Comforter is indeed | 4 
| come to thee, then ſtrive ſoto!lll ; 
| walke,that he may never depart||fſ th 
| 
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from thee. Soa man may walk, | C 
that Chriſt asa Comforter may | v 
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| full experience of this truth,and| 0 

| ſo doubtleſle have many elſe of]: 
the 
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the godly. Sva man may walke 
that Chriſt as aComtorter never 
depart fro him. Buthow ſhould 
[ thus walk, ſaith the comtor- 
ted ſoule , that I might enjoy 
this heaven below,till l come to 
that above, and ſo gofrom juy 
to joy 3 from joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory, to joy thar 
cannot enter into any mortal] 
hcart to conceive of ? 

To this I thus anſwer, Do not 
grieve Chriit that is come to 
thee : Secondly,do all that thou 
canſt to delight him ,. if thou 
would'(t have him continuaily 
abide with thee. Doe not lit 
downe and reſt, as one that hath 
a licence to be lazie; and as if all 
thy work were done , now ihy 
Comforter is come to thee 3 this 
will grieve him, apd quickly 
make him leave thee. Thou hal! 
obtainedChriſt to come a Com 
torter to thee, well : yet let mee 
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tell thee as Moſes did the 7s 
liter, Tow are not (ſaid he) arje 
rome to the reſt, andis the inher;- 
tance which the Lord your God gi 
vethyou. Soſay Itothee Ocon 
forted ſoule, thou art not yet 
come to thoſe degrees of conſo 
lation, which thou mayeſtat- 
taine unto inthis life, if thou 
continue to be thrifty. The joy 
of the Holy Ghoſt isa bottome- 
lefſe Well, which thou ecanſt ne 
verdraw dry:and the more thou 
draweſt, the freſher and ſweet- 
er {ti]] ſhalt thou findeit. The 
joy of the Holy Ghoſt is no ſur- 
fering thing, -as ſome 'earthly 
{weersare : and therefore thou 
mayelt ſafely ſay, Lordevermor: 
give me of thi: bread: fill my ſoul: 
with Flagons of this preciou 
lIiquour : let thy love bee ſhead 
abroad in my heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt: letmy foule d& 

ſelfe inthisfatneſle. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, now Chriſt as a 

} 41 Comforter 1s come to thee, doe 
> inheri not wax wanton agaimtlt him, 
this alſo will grieve hin , and 
OconBrake him quickly forſake thy 
ſoule as a Comforter Let all 
the manifeſtations of thy cum- 
fort be ſuitable to thy Com'or- 
er; holy as he 1s holy; ſpiritual! 
nd heavenly, as he is. #hen yee 
re come mmtd the good lard, take 
ed that ye dye not forget the Lord 
aid Moſes to /rael) Soſayl to 
you that finde Chriſt with you 
25a Comforter, which are come 
the fellowſhip of the Spirir, 
nd to the participation af that 
ranſcendant comtort which 1: 
y him : take heed that you 
row not giddy headed, and 
orgetGod and your ſ-lves.T he 
: ſhealF;:ters of conſolation are ſirong 
cHoly aters, and mans weake head 
ht herflknd heart cannot beare much of 
hem ſteadily, but are ready to 


ondly, 2 rev] 
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recle toone ſide or other. When! 
the clouds of heaven have well 
watered the Earth, then doe 
weeds as well as good hearbes 
{pring apace : ſo when Chriſty 
his Spirit, ſweetly waters the 
ſoul w*® conſolation, then levity 
and vanity, as well as Chriſtian 
mirth and cheerfulnelle ſpring 
amaine 3 If a Chriſtian bee not 
very watchfull over his ſoule,to 
pluck up ſuch weedes by the 
rootes, as ſoone as they beginto 
ſhew themſelves. I conclude 
this thus : thou that art comfor- 
ted by the Spirit, let not the ma- 
nifeſtations of thy comfort 
grieve the Spirit. This remem- 
ber, that Satan hath an arttof 
bring evill out of the greateſt 
= as God hath an art to 
ring good out of the greatel 
evill : and therefore beg that 
thou mayeſt not be ignorant of 
any of his devices, nor unable 


n levity 
briſtian 
e ſpring 
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toreliſtthem , 1f thou would'ſt 
not loole thy Comforter. 
Secondly, it thcu would'(! 
have thy Comforter to abide 
ſtill with thee as thou mult not 
grieve him, ſothou muſt doe all 
that thou canſt to delight him. 
Let it Se thy meat and drink to 
tollow all the motions of the 
Spirit of Chriſt : whitherſocver 
_ would havethee go, or 


whatſoever Chriſt would have 
thee do, | cheerefully obey him: 
this will delight thy Comforter 
exceedingly, and make himto 
rejoyce to continue with thee. 
If Chriſt fay unto thee as tothe 
Fiſhermen, Follow me : do thou 
readily reply as the Scribe, Ma- 
[ter, I will follow thee whit herjoever 
Powgoeſt. This is to declare the 
genmne diſpoſition of Chrilts 
people, which Chriſt is exceed- 
ingly taken withall. Chriſts 
people are @ willing people 11 
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their obe dience , Th y people (hal Pal 
be willing in the day of thy power, | 
Oc 

2 Humbly and compaſiionate- 
lv tefl diſconfolate foules, what 
Chriſt hath done for thy ſoule: 
this will delight thy Comforter | 
much, and make him rejoyceto| 
conticue with thee. Chriſt de-! 
lights to ſee his childrencom: | 
municative of the ſweet meates 
which hee gives them. And 
therefore as acl ſaid toBarak, fo 
do thou Ocomforted ſoule, to! 
ſuch as yet go mourning all the| 
day long : Come (laid ſhe) aud]! 


: { hri ſtr Commu ;wtoH- | 


| will few thee the max whom thou 


| ſceleſt. Come O ſad foule, that! 
;can{t not inde him whom thy 
! ſoule loveth, I will ſhew thee 
| the man whom thou ſeekelizthe 
; manner of his comming to my 
| poore ſoule 3 and how long hee 
made me wane upon him, ere 


he would come to me 3 and how | 
| well 
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yce to| 
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well hee hath now made mee a- 
mends for all his ſtaying. And 
therfore Although thow ſayeſt thou 
alt not ſee bims, yet judgement is 
before him , therefore truſt thow in 
bin. For the viſion 11 yet for an «p- 
inted time, but at the cnd it ſhall 
þ:ah and net lye 5 though it tarry, 
wat for it , beeauſe it will ſurely 


- come, it will not tarry. T he more 


mparting of experiments of 
love wee are, to the glory of 
Chriſt, the more ſtill will Chriſt 


graciouſly give us to our further 
Ficomfort. And this indeed is 


Gods end in comforting ſome 


s thou of his children, that they may bee 


able te comfort them which are in 
an; trouble, by the comfort where- 
with they themſelves are comforted 
of God: as the Apoſtle ſweetly 


' | affirmes, 


3 Thank Chriſt hum'-ly and 
heartily for his comming to 
thee; if thow would (t have hum 


abide , 
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_— | | ( hriſts Commuczicn | 
wa abide ſtil] with thee. The iſrae- ||: 
| lites when they came 'intothe | | 
promiſed Land which flowed|} | 
ve with milk and honey;they were |} | 
to take the firſt of all the fruits | 
of the Earth , and put themin 
a backet, and ſo preſent themto 
the Prieſt ſaying, viz. And now 
behold, Thavs brought thefirſt fruit) 
of the Land. which thow the Lord 
haſt given me : thus were they to 
{ ſet their firſt fruits before the 
Lord, and to worſhip before 
(him, as you may ſee atlarge. 
| Why you that enjoy Chriſt as a 
Comforter, you have received 
the firſt fruits of that good land, 
which 'Canaantypified, which 
flowes with' Milke and Honey 
Bring therefore theſe firſt fruits, 
and ſet them before God and 
worſhip : bring the ſweet com» | 


% - 5 a 


by forts of the Holy Ghoſtin your | 
»; hearts, before the Lord and ſay, 
*l | Behold © Chriſt, theſe and theſe 
-) , | are | 
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are the ſweet conſolations of 
thy ſpirit - and Joe for them al) 
| humbly render praiſe to thy 
'name. Such mighty enemies of 
'my peace, haſt thou conquered: 
ſuch doubts which ſo long trou- 
[bled me , haſt thou anſwered: 
ſuch wants which ſo long time 
kept mee exceeding low, hall 
thou ſupplyed : to thee O God 
be the glory of thine own good- 
ncile. 

You have great cauſe thus to 
magnihe the Lord for his mer- 
| cy, which finde Chriſt as a Com- 
| forter come toyou. You enjoy 
that blefling which exceedet 
{all outward bleſſings. The hight 
'of Gods countenance lifted up, 
[upon a poore -mourning ſoule, 
''tis of farre greater value then 
'Corne, Wine, Oyle 3 then Cor- 

rall, Rubics,orany choice thing 
[that this world can afford. The 


[naked rev lationof Chriſtin the 
| ſoule 


Chriſt (' Ommunion 
ſoule of man, 13 of more worth 
then all theſe, faith Solomon: the 
moſt glorious revelation of 
Chriftthen tothe ſoule , which 
the ſoule of man is capable ofin 
this life, muſt needs be of much 
more tran{cendant worth. You 
enjoy that blefling which ex- 
ceedeth many inward bleſlings, 
Tt exceedeth knowledge : for 
what is knowledge 1n the head, 
to the joy of the Holy Ghoſtin 
the heart? One beame of light 
in the underſtanding,is of more 
worth then all the Silver and 
Gold, Gemmes, and Jewels in 
the world; and yet one beame 
of the light of Gods counte- 
nance, ſhining. upon the heart, 
though but by reflexion from 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt, is of 
more worth then all knowledge 
which humane ſtudy can at- 
taine unto. I cannot ſay that this 


bleſling, exceedeth the leaſt ſa- 


— Bone b—_ 
with bus Clnrch Militant. 91 
worth{ FE |ving grace 1nthe ſoule : but this 
»:the | I [can ſafely ſay, that conſolation 
Mn of| F| tis the glofle and glory of every 
which grace ; every grace ſhines in its 
> ofin| Ftull luſtre where the Comforter 
much | F |dwels. This I can further ſay, 
You} B|that you enjoy that bleſling 
1 which makes Heavena Heaven, 
ings. | £ and which makes Earth a Hea- 
for} [ven toyou : and therefore you 
ead, | I | have great reaſon to magnifie 
'ſtin| IU |the Lord for his mercy. The 
ight | I | more of Heaven we enjoy upon 
10re [Earth the more ſhould we ſet 
and | | our ſelves to doe the worke of 
3 In them which are in Heaven, 
me | | | whileſt on Earth. 
1te- 4 Finally lct Chriſts mediate 
art, | F [comming to thee by his Spirit, 
om | © | make thee long earneſtly for his 
of | || | unmediate comming to thee in 
oef | [his owne perſog: this delights | 
at- Chriſt, that his Spouſe ſhould | 
1is} || | lay, Come, as the Spirit doth. a 
a- That ſhee ſhwuld long for the | 
wedding | 
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wedding day, as he doth. When 
goud old S:meor had imbraced 
the conſolation of Iſrael , for 
which hee (o long waited, hee 
then defired preſently to be dif- 
ſolved : ſo thou that haſt imbra- 
ced the conſolation of Iſrael, 
ſhould ſt in a holy manner with 
Simeon, Tob, and Paul, delire to 
bee diflolved and to bee with 
Chriſt which 1s beſt of all. You 
whom Chriſt hath killed with 
the kiſſes of his lips, ſhould long 
earneſtly to lye betweene his 
brea(ts all night; my meaning is 
to have' a full enjoyment of 
Chriſt.Thus have done ſpeak- 
ingtoſuch, who can tell me that 
Chrilt as a Comforter is come to 
them. | 

In the next place I addrefle 
my fſelfe to ſpeak to ſuch of the 
godly,who can tell me that they 
never yet found Chriſt as a 


Comforter come to them. Two 
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When || or three things I have to ſay to 
Yraced [FE [you from this ſweet doctrine. 

» for[F Firſt, would have youto labour} 1. 
» hee[ to beleeve this doftrine, that 
e dif-| | Chriſt will ot leave you comfort- 

nbra- eſſe, but will certainly (at laſt) } 

[rael, come 10 you. Chriſt hath rc peat- 

with | |ed his promiſe, which 15 asa 
Ireto|F|bond with many ſeales; and 

with | F | therefore thou haſt juſt ground 

You to beleeve, & comfortle(le foule; | 

w_ that Chriſt will not leave thre com- 

ong ortleſſe, but will come to thee. | 

; his , When juſt ground have Ito 0bje@. 
g 1s beleeve , that Chriſt will come 

t of | F | tome, ſeeing he is holy, andI 

a k- am unholy : hee 1s glorious in 

that} £ }holineſſe, and I am abominable 

e to in ſin and wickednclle, ſaith the 

| weake comfortleſle ſoule. 

[le Art thou more vile then Mi- Sol. 
the naſſch? Chriſt came to him and 

ey comforted him. Art thou more 

$a 'muddie and earthy then Zache- 

vo |  #sfChriſt cameto him and com- 


forted | 
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forted him. Art thou more di- 
veliſhthen Mary Maydalex,out of 
whom were caſt ſeven Devils? 
Chriſt came to her, and killed 
her ſoule with ſtrong conſolati- 
on. Why ſkould'ſt not thou be- 
leeve, that Chriſt will come to 
thee too, and quiet and comfort 
thy mourning {pirit ? 

But ſecondly I anſwer thus : 
viz. Chriſt doth not ſo much 
lock how thou art qualified, as 
at what hee hath promiſed : 
Chriſt hath promiſed hee will 
come to thee, and he 1s faithful! 
and wil: doe it.It thy foule were 
never ſo poore, never ſoblinde, 
never ſo wretched, never ſona- 
ked, ygt Chrilt having promiſed 
to _ to thee, hee will make 
good his word;though he come 
backward, with a mantle to co- 
ver thy nakedneſic, as Shew and 


were full of wounds;if thy ſoule 


were 


Taphet did to Noah. If thy ſoule| 
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| were fall of remning _ fying 


foregit thou wert as black with 
finasan Ethiopians if thou wert 
25 ſpotted with ſinas a Leopard; 
nay, if thy foule did ſtink with- 
in thee, as Lezarys body afterta- 
ken out of the Earth againe, yet 
Chriſt having promiſed to come 
tothee and comfort thee, he will 
doe it , thongh he hold hisnoſe 
while hee bee comforting thy 
ſtinking naſty foule.. Heaven 
and Earth ſball paſſe away, but 
not a jot ortittle of Chriſts pro- 
miſc ſhall fatle. The votce-of wry 
Belewed,behold he commeth leaping 


upon the Monntaines, and chipping 


wor the Hils. Though there bee 
mountames and hils of fin in thy 
ſoule,yet Chriſt will come skip- 
ping over all 'theſe with eom- 
fort to- thy ſoule, rather then 


thou ſhalt be left comfortlefle. 
| Wherefore, O weake, com- 
fortleſle ſoule, fay not of thy Sa- 
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viour and Comfortcr as Baleem 


did, 1/hall ſee him, but not now; [| 


(hall ſeeChriſt come with a wit- 
neflc :nay with many thouſand 
witneſles,atthe great day,when 
every eye ſhall ſte hizs : but I ſhall 
not {ce him come to me now, in 
this ſoule dolour, as a Comfor- 
ter. I ſhall behold him perad- 
venture,as Moſes beheld the Ho- 
ly Land, afar off : he will never 
come nigh my poore ſoule, to 
ſtay it with thoſe comforts w* 
it needs. Ceaſe, O weak ſoule, 
this incredulous languag? 3 and 
ſtrive to beleeve, and this ſweet 
promiſe I treat of (hall be made 
good unto thee. No finne fo 
mighty to keepe thy Comforter 
from thee, as -unbeliefe. Say 
then O mourning Chriſtian to 
thy comfortleſle foule. Tet a lit- 
tle while, and he that ſhall ere will 


come, and will not tarry. He that 
hath! 


fhall behold him, but not nigh, [| 


WT forter to thee, will come, and 
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hath faid he will come as a Com- 


will ſatisfie thy. oule with con- 
vation, as with marrow a4 
atneſle. Say to thy (ad fouls, 
with the Plalmiſt, My God will 
come, and will not keepe ſilence : he 
will ſpeak conſolation ſo plain- 
ly, that my ignorant ſoule ſhall | 
Stem ; © powerfully, that 
my jncredulous ſoule ſhall be- 
eve, and owne her own mer- 
cies. Thou art now tofled and 
almoſt drowned, O my ſoule, 
with reſtlefle waves of miſery; 
but the Spirit will move upon 
theſe waters; thou ſhalt ſee 
Chriſt. comming towards thee, 
upon theſe troubleſome waves 
anon, and ſay, be not _ it is 
[: I that have loved thee, and | 
given my (clte for thee, and 
none ſhall ptuck thee cut of my 
hand. * * * 
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Secondly , as I would have 


thee 
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thee to {trive firmely to belceve 
this truth, ſo I would have the: 
endeavour patiently to waite 
the accompliſhment of it. Be- 
leeve that Chriſt will cometo 


hee doe come. There is good 
ground why every ſ{oule ſhould 


der our ſclves which areto bee 
thou O comfoertleſle ſoule con- 


fider thy ſelfe which art to bee 
vilited, there is great reaſon 


long-ſoever ke (tay. Firſt, thou 
arta creature, and Chriſt isthy 
Creator 3 and ſhould nota crea 


thee, and waite patiently untill Y, 


viſited, or Chriſt our viſitour. If 


| patiently waite for Chriſt, com-ſ.; 
ming tohim, whither we conl-f 


thou ſhould'{t waite patiently 
till Chriſt come to thee, how 


rure wait on his Creator ? Thou, 


art a ſervant, and Chriſtisthy 
Lord : and ſhould nuta ſervant 
waite on his Lord ? Conſider 
thee in thy higheſt relations, and 

they 
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fider|Feet (till voice that hath ſpo- 


p, 
they 


"Faſt deſerved,thatChriſt ſhould | 


by par haſt often grie- 


wenched many a ſweet motion 


with bir Church Militent. 

they all call-for waiting. Thou 
art a Sonne,and Chriſtis thy Fa- 
her : and ſhould not a Sonne 
ait on his Father ? Thou art a 

iſe, and Chriſt is thy Hul- 
band : and ſhould not a Wife 
it on her Huſband ? 
Secondly, conſider that thou 


ever come to thee, and yet for 
|| this, ſeeing hee will come to 
bee, haſt not thou juſt cauſe 
> wait patiently till hee doe 
pme, how long ſo ever it bee 
{t? Before thy calling thou 
dſt rejeft Chriſt 3 and ſince 


= 


| Chriſt ; and haſt not thou 
deſerved thatChriſt ſhould 
vercometo thee ? Thou haſt 


the Spirit of Chriſt: thou haſt 
med the deafe care, to the! 


tn behinde thee, times with- 


—- - — - > —— 


| 


Ee OI IIS 


 H 2 out] \ 


(brifts Communion | 
out number;and ſo [lighted the 
Spirit of Chriſt ; and haſt not 
thou then juſtly delerved, that 
Chriſt as: a Comforter ſhouldFJ't 
never come to thee ? yet ſeeing 
he willcome.ſor all this unkind 
neſic; haſt not thou juſt cauſ 
to wait patiently for him, how 
long ſocver he ſtay ?: Thou haſt 
many weekes, many moneth 
nay many yeeres, gone along] 
4 ceurſe of gricving Chriſt ; anc 
doeſt thou think much of wait 
ing a few weeks, + few monet 
a few yeeres, for Chrilt te come 
to comfort thee £ 

Take this in another forme: 
thou did{t make Chriſt waits 
long time upon thee , ere thou! 
wouldftlet him abide with thee 
as a {pirit of reformation- andi: 


| 


thou ſhould(t wait patiently ay | 
long time upon him, ifhe will 
have it ſo , ere heeabide with 

thee 
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Y|few groanes, ere he bring glad 
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thee as a Spirit of conſo'xtion # 
how many knocks did Chriſt 
give at thy {tubborne heart, ere 
thou wouldſt open to him? how 
much dew of the night diltilled 
upon his locks,cre thou woul:!'t 
give him houſe roome mn thy 
heart ? how many mercies? how 
many corrections, were all ſpilt | 
upon thee, ere Chriſt cou}d win 
thee to reſpect him ? can(trhou 
tell? if thonv canſt not, think not 
mach, if Chriſt make thee ſhed 


1a few teares, and breathe out a 


tydings of peace unto thee, 
Secondly , if thou conſider 
Chriſt thy viſitour, there 1s all 
the reaſon that can be, that thou 
ſhouldſt wait patiently, ti}] hee 
come to thee. Chriſt will cer- 
tainly com? to thee : Chriſt will | 
come to thee atthe fitteſt time : ; 
Chriſt will come richly when he | 
doth comes which are all ſpect- 
H 3 all ' 
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” Communen 
all grounds of patience. Chriſt 
| will certainly come to thee, 0 
com fortleſle ſoule, though it 
may ſeeme tothee, ſomething! 
long firſt. Thou doeſt not want! 
for one that will not come atall, ſt 
as the Turk waiteth for Mahomet: Þ t 
nay, thou doeſtnot wait for one! f 
6: that will frivoloufly delay the | 
time of his comming. ThoulY|: 
| doeſt not wait for one that will 
| deceive thee. Chriſt bath pro- 
miſed to come to thee, and he! 
|  faichfull, and cannot deny hio-|F|: 
ſelfe. There is two thingsin ſ| 
faithfulneſle : firſt, that a man f 
ſhould own what he hath ſaid: 


\ 
( 
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vo & then ſecondly, that he ſhould 
ur | make itgood. Now both theſe 1 
By will Chriſt do : Chriſt will not] 
I eat his words, as we ſay : what|ff! 
ky he hath promiſed he will cor- |! 
» feſle,and will make good; what: 
P | ſoever labour or lofle he be atto || 
> do it. Chriſt is not mutable as || 
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Chriſt Y we are, to promiſe one thing to 
hee, 0! day, and reeall it agajne to mor- 
gh it | row the i1 immutable and changeth 
iething WY #ot,therſore we are not con/umed. 
ot wait fl] Thou doeſt not wait for one 
e at all, that will frivulouſly delay the 
thomet: | time of his comming.Chrilt will 
for one | not deale with thy comfortleſle | 
ay the | ſoule, as thoſe ſorry gheſts dealt 
hou with Chriſt, make excuſes : one 
at will | had bought a yoke of Oxcn,and 
th Pro- | therefore could not come : an 
d hes Bother a Farm.&c.Chriſt will not 
y him- [ll thee, as Abrahi Dives 1n hell, 
INgs in| between thyſoul &himis a great 
a man /gulfe,ſo that there can be no 1n- 
 faid; FU tercourſe betweenthem. Nor, 
hould that from Heaven to Earth, is 
theſe F/:00 long a journey for him to 
ill not [make: He will not tell thee,that 
whatF the place where thy fick com- 
I con- | fortleſſe ſoule lyes, is filthy, and | 
what- F| altogether unfit for himtocome | 
>atto fl/to. Hee will not tell thee that | 


f/tby ſole is ſo. far gone in griete | | 
and 
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and defperzte lorrow, that 'tis 
in vain for him to come to thee. 
| Chriſt puts rione of theſe de- 
layes upon any of his patfents. 
No, the ground why Chriſt 
ſtayes is, that hee may come at 
the fitteſt time ; and then he will 
come with healing in his wings, 
if all the Devils in Hell ſhould 
oppole him , which me think-! 
ſhould be a ſatisfatory ground 
of patience, to any diſccnſolate 
foule. If a Phyſician yet apply 
this and that for further evacux | 
tion, rather.then cordials; as 
knowing the body not yet fit for 
cordials, will not any wiſe man 
ſubmit patiently to his way ? (0 
if Chriſt forbear giving thy ſick! 
ſoule cordials; as hee that well 
knowes thy ſoule not fit yer, for| 
ſuch luſcious things, wilt not! 
thou with much thankfulteſle 
acknowledge his great care over 
thy ſoule, and with all patience| 
walt ! 


with / h1s Ch >< CAM 0 teri. 
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| waite hisleaſure ? I patiently | 


ee. | andergoe the paine of drawing 
de. laiſters , when I know my 
4 vet is not fit for licaling : thu: 
7610 | ſhould it be in ſpiritual diftre(- 
earl} fes * wee ſhould paticntly un- 
vill]  dergoe gricte and RR un- 
gs, \l | till our loules bee fit for con- 
ld | | folation, and then we& ſhall be: 
ak- |} | fure to have 1t. 

nd | Finally, bee ſure of this, © 
ate | | 7 ourning foule, that Chriſt will 
ly | | come richly , wicn hee doth 
1a- if} | come 3and therefore methink -+ 
as} | thou ſhould'(t waite paticntly 
or|fl | for him : what Merchant bur 
an | would waite paticntly. the re 
ſo/f | turne cf his Ship in the longeſt 
kf | voiage, if hee were ſure that 
11} | it would richly retune at laſt. 
2rifl | Chriſt will come very richly 
tf | furniſhed , with the comforts 
ef | ofthe Holy Ghoſt, whichare 
rf | unſpeakable and glorious, to 


your ſoules that mourne after 
: him, 
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him, and waite for him. What 
the Apoſtle once ſpake of him- 
'ſelfe in relation to the Romany, 
[that may I truely ſay of Chriſt, 
; /1n reJation to all that mourne 
| $7 15+ | afterhim And aw ſure that when 
E | T come wntoyou, T ſhall come((aith 
he) in the fone of the bleſſing 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Chriſt \ 
am ſure O mourning ſoule, | 
when he doth come unto thee, 
hee wilt come in the fulneſle of 
the bleſſing of the Holy Ghoſt: 
thou ſhalt have joy inthe Holy 
Ghoſt unſpeakable and glon- 
ous. Thou by long waiting art 
made a more vaſt Veſlell, to 
hold the precious waters of 
| conſolation; and Chriſt by long 
| ſtaying doth (as I may ſay) the 
| more furniſh himſelfe , with 
theſe waters of life, to refreſh, 
; ll, and fatiſfy thy thirſty ſoule, 
when he comes to thee. Chriſt 
| will heale throughly thy = 
en 
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| patiently , till thy Comforter 


thee rejoyce ? and if thou ſet 
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ow 
ken heart, and binde up al thy 


woundes: he will anſwer all thy 
doubts , and cleare all thy 
(cruples : hee will quiet thy 
quarrelling conſcience, and til} 
thy complaimng Spirit : he will 
fill thy (adde foule with joy and 
gladneſle , and thy dejetted 
(pirit with Songs of thankes gi- 
ving- 

It theſe things, O mourning 
loule, will not make thee waite 


[come to thee , but thou wilt 
murmure and repine, and fa!l| 
upon indirect wayes to get con- 
(olation , know that by this! 
| practice thou wilt make thy 
condition more miſcrable,the n 


at preſent it 15. T hou wi:t grieve 
him that ſhuuld come as a com- 
forter to thee : and if thou by 
linne make Chriſt grieve, how 
can Chriſt by his Spirit make 


i him 


—_—y_— —_— 
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{ mours, but t'will never bee by 


_ Es 


him a mourning that can onely 
comfort thee , by whom wilt 
thou bee comforted ?Dolt thou 
thinke to winne Chriltto thee, 
by a dogged diſpoſition ?Chriſt 
may pitty, and cure thy hu- 


conſolation. He will bring thee 
to bee lowly and meeke ere 
thou ſhalt find reſt to thy ſoule; 
hee will make thee willing to 
lye under his Feete 3 olag of 
crummes of comfort; and wil- 
ling to waite for them ty!I Chriſt 
hath dined, and every Child 
ſerved. 

It thy corrupt foule hanker | 
after the pleaſure of ſinne a- 
zaine, becauſe Chriſt as a com- 
forter doth not come to thee, 
and thou bee reſolved to picke 
and chuſe, amongſt all the fins | 
thy ſoule knowes, to finde out 
one that thy ſoule moſt loves, 
to make a comforter tathee, as 


the 
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the Ireelites in their dogged hu- 
mour made them a Captaine 
to retarne to Zgypt againe , 
know this, that what ſinne thou 
pitcheſt upon to make a com | 
forter, that finne will Chriſt 
make a Divellto torture thee : 
Chriſt will make thee know by 
woefull experience that the 
(weeteſt linne, 1s a bitter and 
miſerable comforter : that the 
leaſt finne,is too great anevill, 
truly to comfort the ſaule:; that 
to goe to the Divell for conlo- 
lation; 1s to make faſter haſt for 
comfort, then good ſpeed: that 
neither ſine, nor any thing in 
the world beſide 11m ſhall com- 
fort thy ſoule, when he him- 
lclfe will not. 

The laſt Inſtruction that 1 
have tocommend to thee, O 
comfortleſle foule, that did'(t 
| never yet finde Chriſt as a com- 


| forter cometo thee, is this, ob- 
Kay lerve 
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(crve how Chrilt comes, anddo 
not put him off. Chriſt comes 
to comfortleſle foules with 
_ | comfort, in a promiſe 5 as 
_—_— have at large ſhewed you. The 
| A promiſe , Chriſt opens before 
in he mi- the ſoule, that hee may ſee the 
n=y-.% bleſſing wrapt up in it, which he 
5:41, | needes: and then often repates 
the de | jt tothe ſoule, that he may rely 
the voyce | UPON it 2 inſtancestoilluſtrate 


of the | this way of Chriſt, I havegiven 


Lord,ſpeas .. : 
- mpg you, things mult not bee here 


* > miſe,&| againe repeated. That which 
| v-1efore | here I would preſſe by way of 
| ohory.- "| application, is, that you which 
oe this | are comfortleſle ſoules, would 


| iſt inſtru; obſerve this ſecret way of the 
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comforter, and meet him. Art 
thou tempted ? and dolt thou 
now heare a ſweet (till voyce, 
as 1t were behind thee ſaying, 
My grace ſhall bee ſufficient for 
thee © Why this isthe voyce of 


(thy beloved , that is come to 
_ thee. 


—_— IEEE 


'is come to comfort thee, O 


— ——— — —— 


with his Church Militas. ; 
thee , embrace what hee ſaith, 
reſt upon it, turne not thy com- 
forter away now, by unbcliefe, 
and peeviſh pettiſh humours. 
Haſt thou fallen into ſinne , by + 
the ſtrength of temptation, and 
thine owne corrfiption ? and 
doſt thou heare ſuch a ſweete 
voyce behind thee as this, The 
bloud of Teſus Chriſt c'eanſeth ws 


from all finne © Why this 1s the 
language ofthy beloved , hee 


mourning ſoule, do= not thruſt 
him away by unkinde language 
of unbelicfe and paſſion. Heare 
what he ſaith, 'for it is {weete: 
[trive to believe what he ſaith, 
forit is ſure. As {aac ſaid unto | 
Jacob his Sonne, after hee had 
had ſome diſcourſe at a diſtance 
with him, Come weere #ow and 
kiſſe mee my Sorne © So ſhould 
luch comfortlefle ſoules ſay to 
Chriſt, when they heare Chriſt 


Wo (pen king, 


t lib 1.7. 
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ſpeaking, as it were ara diſt- 
ance, fottly and coldly to them, 
| the {1v2et promiſes of his word; 
| come ieere now, O my belo- 
| ved, and kitle mee with theſe 
| kiſtes of thy lippes. for thy love 
[1s better then Wine : what 
; thou ſayeſt to my ſoule, ſayit 
with ſuch life , that my heart 
may no longer be faithlefl-;but 
believe, and give glory to thee. 
I have now done ſpeaking to 
,you , who never yet had the 
comforter come to you. 

I come now in the laſt place 
to ſpeake a word or two pat- 
ticularly, to ſuch of GODS 
people, who can tel mee that 
they have found Chriſt as a 
comforter come to them,” but 
now have loſt Him, Three 
things I have to ſay to theſe. 
Firſt, labour to bee ſenſible of 
thy loſle. Secondly, blame riot 
Chriſt for departing froin. thee. 
| Thirdly. 
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Thirdly, uſe all holy meanes 
to get him to reture tothee 
zgaine. Firſt I would have thee, 

10 deſerted foule, to labour to 
bee truly ſenſible of thy lofle 

'Though 'it- bee that ſome are 
deeply ſenſible of this great 
[lolle , yet ottiers are as deeply 
| (tupid , which movgs mee to 
note this inſtruction. For a man 
to bee ſtupid and ſenſcleſle un- 
dercorporall afflictions, argues 
a very 11] temper of ſpirit 3 bur 
for a man to bee (tupid and 
ſenſeleſle under ſpirituall affli- 
tons, under ſuch a ſpiritual} 
affliction as this, the lofſe of 
the Sunne , the lofle of Chritt 
4s a comforter , argues a very 
ill temper of ſpirit indeed. 
Strive therefore , O deſerted 
ſtupid ſoule , to affect thine 
heart throughly with thy loſle. 


whert hee had -loſt Children; 


| (uh- 
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Thou haſt loſt more then 106: | 
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ſubſtance, health, honours,and 
friends : nay thou halt loſl 
more, then 1t thou had(t loſt 
this World ; nay, thou haſtloſt| 
more then if thou had(tloſt thy] 
life, which is of more worth| 
then the World : thou haſtloſt 
Chrilt, which 15 richer then 
this World , and ſweeter then 
thy lite. What an inhnite loſle 
were it tothis World , to loſe 
[os Sunne 2 'twere at onceto 
_— loole all: for all things ſervicea- 
A | ble for the uſe of man, depend 
' upon the motion and influ- 

ence of that glurivus Body. 
| What a loſle then is it to the 
lefler World , to looſe Chriſt 
the Sunne of Righteouſnelle! 
'Tis to looſe all good at once, 

; for ſoule and body. All graces 
| _ and wither when Chriſt 
departs, as all fragrant flowers 

' When the Sunne withdrawes 
' his influence. And when 


urs,and 
alt loſt 
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theſetlowers witherin the ſoul, } 
2 man 154 moving -Dung-hall, 
that ſhnkes m the Noſtrils of 
God and man, where ever hee 
comes. A man that hath loſt 
Chriſt, may tru=ly fay as ſhee 
when the Arke was loſt, that 
bis elory Fr departed. As the 


Sunne 15the glory of the grea-| 


ter World : ſo Chriſt the Sunne 
of righteouſneſle, 1s the glory 
of the lefler World , to wit, 
man. 

Thou haſt loſt that in the 
world, that 1s more. worth then 
the world, and which all the 
world can never helpe thee to. | 
Thou haſt loſt that which 
would have' made the worſt| 
condition in this life, a Heaven; 
whereas the beſt without it, 28 
but a hell. Thou haſt loſt that 
which would have beene to thy 
loule, a continuall feaſt; where- 
15 now thy ſoul is in a continual 
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famine and leanneſle. Thou haſt 
lolt thy ſpirits, and thy ſoule i; 
ina dead Palfie, fo that thou art 
a living dead man, fit forno (pj 
rituall ſervice. Thou halt Joſt 
thy head,thou haſtloſt thy eyes, 
thou haſt loſt thy hands, thou 
haſt loſt thy feet, thou haſtloſ 
thy bread, thou haſt loſt thy 
cloathing 3 nay, thou haſt loſt 
thy beſt father,thy beſt huſband, 
thy beſt friend:all this and much 
more comfort 15 Chriſt to man 
Thou haſt great reaſon thenO 
deſerted foule , to lay to hean 
thylolle. | 
Lay to heart thy lofle, this 1s 
comely,but do not blame Chriſt 
for departing from thee, this 1 
uncomely,and unrighteous. Un 
comely; gy itdoth not ſuit with 
wildomes children, to lay folly} | 
ro theirMaker.Unrighteous,for | 
thou conſirainſt him to depart] 
from thee,otherwiſe he had ne- 
ver 
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ver leftthee:thou didſtlinagain 
and again of weakneſl-, and yer 
Chriſt as a Comforter did not 
depart from thee:untill rhou be- 
ganſt to take plea/nre in un ighe 
teouſneſſe, and ro make lina C1- 
ſtome, aright eye, a very ſervice- 
able thing unto thee, Chriſt did 
not leave thee. Thou beganſt 
to wax wanton againſt Chriſt, 
and then __— calt thee off. 
Thou beganſt toplay the Apo- | 
ſtate, W to back(lide in own 

trom Chriſtz and then he fell off | 
from thee, and filled thee with 
thine one wayes. © Now theſe 
things ſcrioutly conſidered, haſt 
thou any cauſe to blame Chriſt 
for departing from thee ? Its a 
comely and a very righteous 


juſtifie wiſdome in all his waiey, 
25 to others, ſo to our ſ{clyes. 
Wherefore thus do, O deferted 
foule  fay, righteous art thou, 


bw oq_ 
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OChriſcin departing from me, 


kindly havel dealt with thee. 


to the ule of all holy meanes,' 
whereby thou mailt get thy! 
Comforter to returne to- thee. 
Examine thy {ouie througnly 
thew. mult, to finde- wut what 
evill- deprived thee of fo freata, 
| good 3 and: in f{cr1ous foule 
jearching,God will ſpeak tothy 
| conſcience, and conſoience will 
{peak plainly to thee, and tel! 


4 diſtaſte rothy Comforter, and 
what was the cauſe he forſook | 


thee wherein thou did(t give 


thy ſoule, | 

And when thou haſt found 
out that evill, which conſcience 
rels thee, deprived thee of fo| 
great a good, thou muſt fall ve-| 
ry foule with it, how ſweet (0- 
ever it hath been unto thee. Thy 
great 


and righteonsway(t thou be, iff 
thou never returne to me, ſoun-|i 


\ Then ſet thy ſelfe ſeriouſly! | 


'Om me, 


2 be, if 


| 
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great worke mult be, to bring 
thy heart to a holy revexge upon 


» loun-\ this fin : to abhorre it, and thy 


thee. 
rioul]y | 
1eanes, | 
t thy. 
) thee, 
ugnly 
» What 
"eata 
loule- 
tothy 
e will / 
id tel] 
give 
and 


(fe becauſe of it : and to be- 


come very vile, as ob ſaith, and 
'very low in thine owne eyes. 
/Bring thy leart to admire the 
[infinite patience and mercy of 
/God, that things are no worle 
with thy ſoule. That God had 
not cut thee off, inthe acting of 
that ſinne for which he deſerted 
thee: that he hathleft any place 
for repentance, and giventhe 
leaſt deſire to ſet about this 
work. | 
And when thou- art come 
thus farre, poſlibly the lig}1t of 
| Gods countenance may bugin 
now and then,to glance into thy 
loul, as at ſome little cranny : or 
at leaſt ſome morethen ordina- 
7 lightſomneſle, may appear in 
thy dark dull ſoul, as there doth 
in the dark morning, ſome {; eco 
© 
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of time before the Sun appears, 
that had left this Horizon. Now 
| this beame of light, orthis little 
| lightſomeneſlc' of foule, thou 
|muſt much admire; and ac- 
knowledge an ' unfathomed 
| depth of love in itz that God 
ſhould fo much as once ſtoope, 
to calt an eye after thee more.,to 


ing, that did abuſe flagons of 
love. h 
| - By this glimpſe of light, or 
| elimmering hight, you areto 
ſtrengthen your faith, in the be- 
liefe of this,that hight will more 
and- more appeare, as the light 
of the morning unto the perfect 
day: and ſoconſequently to tol- 
| tow God with ſo much the more 
fervency of prayer, tor the re- 
turne of his woxted kindneſſe. T0 
ſeph, you know, carried himſelfe 
very roughly to! his brethren 


which kad abuſed him,for ſome 
; ſvace 


give thy foule the leaft refreſh-| 
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ſpace of time 3 and putthemin 
great feare of the loſle of their 
livestold them they were Spies, 
and many harſh words he gave 
them, and harſb looks : but at 
laſt, when his Brethren had 
brought to him Berjamin, and 
diſcourſed a while, /oſcphs bow- 
els began to work, and he could 
'ho longer with-ho!d his bro- 
therly love, Come meare to me. 1 
pray you, 1 am Toſeph your brother, 
| &c. Thus Chriſt our clder Bro- 


— 


ther deales with us, who doun- 
kindly & unbrotherly ulc him : 
'he will handle us very roughly, 
and put usin fear of the Joſle of 
' our beſt lives : he will make our 


| conſciences ſpeake bitter things | 


againſtus; and let looſe the De- 
'vill totcllus that we are” Spzes, 
hypocrites, and falſe friends to 
Chriſt : in this diſtracted, af- 
frighted , perplexed ſtate, hee 


may hold us many dayes, many || 


weeks. 
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weeks, many mon-<ths; but hee| 
cannot hold m his brotherly 
ove alwayes, tf wee patiently 
beare his trownes, and kindly | 
'ntreat him, and bring Benjamin 
to him, his own blood and me-! 
rits; this will make his bowels 
' worke, and make him unmak | 
; himſclfe and lay, come neareto 
; me, O mourning ſoules, tolled 
| and not comforted; I am Chriſt | 
| yourelder bruther, whom yer 
unkindly uſed:ina little wrath | 


I hid my face from you, but 
now with everlaſting 
kindnefſe will I em- 
brace you, 


Trinuni Deo gloria. 
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2. [1m. 4: verſe 22, 
F | The Lord Teſus Chr iſt bee with thy 


ſpirit. 


> His Text 1s Pauls 


ſweet affectionate 


farwell to T1mo- 
thy. Many grave * 
' and gracious in- | 
{irudions Pay! bacgiven Tr 
mothy 3 \ 
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Chriſftc ( ommunion 
mothy x; but 'tis not fo much 
what man (aith to the eare, as 
2s what Chriſt ſaith tothe heart 
that workes effectually, to (ct 
man about his duty 3 and there- 
fore doth Par! in the concluſion 
of all his Chriſtia» counſell to 
Timothy pathetically pray, That 
the Lord Teſns Ch iſt would be with 
bis Spirit. 

The beſt teaching of man, 
is but as water ſpilt on the 
ground, unlefle Chriſt inward- 
ly teach the ſpirit. If I am 
taught my duty by a Pal, one 
in gitts not inferiour to 
chicfeft Apoſtles , yet unleſle 
Chriſt bee with my ſpirit , to 
make things take roote there; 
all will die and wither , like 
good feedcaſt into bad ground. 
And therefore Paxl ſaw it bat 
needful], as to teach the ears, 
| foto intreate the Lord toteach 
and [trengthen the ſpirit. The], 

| Lord 
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with his Church Militant. NEL E 1 
Lord Teſws Chriſt bee with thy | 
Spartt. | 
There is a great diſtance(you | 
know ) betweene the care "and 
the heart : it is an calie thing 
for man to bring home thing: | 
unto the one, but nolcile then 
he Al-mighty power of Chrilt, 
will bring home things unto 
the other. There 1san incorn- 
parable hardn:ſle , upon the 
heart of man naturally : it 1s 
harder then an Adaman t :now | 
though a child with his little 
finger , my twake a diat upon 
dow, yet a Gyant with all his 
ſirength, cannot make dints 
upon 2n Adowonts nuchletle | 
can all created firenzth, make 
divine impre{itons upun the | 
\ ſpirit of mun 3 and thc refore it | 
18, that Pa»/doth implore an Al- | 
| mighty ſtrength ro doe this, | 
' The Lord Nevis Chriſt bee with thy 


| Spirit. 
[7 Why 
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| Why doth not Pawulhere,wiſh 
{riches and honours & pleaſures 
unto T:muthy Is the bare pre- 
ſence of Chriſt with a mans ſpi- 

'rit ſuch a bleſſing ? 
' TothisLlanſwer, riches and 
| honours, &c. th-y are bora,but 
| not optima : good things, but 
[not the beſt things. Earthly 
' things though good in them- 
{:Ives, yet are no further forth 
| good ro mee, then as the Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt is with my ſpirit, to 
| guide It to ule themzand there- 
' fore Paul as one truly wile, 
; prayed tor the primz good for 
\ T1a#0thy ; for that good which 
| makes all other things worke 
; tog=ther tor good, to wit, That 
| the Lord Teſws Chriſt would bee 
with his Spirit. The point | 
intendto ſtand on, 1s this, That 
have the Lord Teſws Chris with 
our ſpirits, is a prime and princi- 
| pail Uleſſrng. Paul here wilh- 
eth 
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th it to Timothy , as a cardinall 

vlefſing, The Lord Teſus Chriſt bee 
with thy ſptrit. 

To bave Chriſt with onr ſpirits, p 
fc. How can Chriſt bee pre- —_ 
ſeut with man upon Farth, who 
isnow aſcended, and fſitteth at ' 
the right Hand of his Father 1n ' 

Heaven ? 

* The Apoltle doth hint an | 
1n{wer tothis queſtion, 1n the | 
forme of his Praycr , if you; 
oblerve 1t- The Lord Ne{us Chriſt | 
ſaith heebe with thy ſpirit. Hee | 
ſpeakes of fuch a preſence, as 
will fly yeeld Communton 
and fellowſhip, to the ſpirit of 
\man.T here is a double preſence 
of Chriſt with man, corporall 
and ſpiritual joyntly ; or meer- 
'y ſpyrituall. With juſt men 
\made p2rfect in glory, Chriltis 
corporally preſent 5 they be- 
hold his wounded Body made 
a glorious Body, as a continual} 

a{lurance 
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; in them , and thou in mte, that 
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aſliirance of the ReturreCtion 
of their owne vile bodies, uhto 
the ſame fimilitude. And with 
them Chriſt is prelent, ſpiritu- | 
ally filling them with thoſe 
joyes, the taſt of which upon 
Earth, 1s called »nſpeakable and 
full of glory. Of this communi- 
on ſpeakes Chriſt himſelfe. 7 


they may bee made perfe@t in one. 
As the {oule is tota 1m toto, O 
tota in qualibet parte 3 accor- 
ding to the whole,in that whole 
which is leſle noble then it ſelfe: 
according to the whole , that 
1s - according to that full force 
and energy which the ſoule 
hath,it aFuatcsao1organizeth, 
every member of the body,the 
leaſt as well as the greateſt ; 
So Chriſt 1a the myſticall body | 
of Saints glorified , is as I may 

lay, Totws in tots , & totws int 
qualibet parte. Whole Chriſt, 
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doth wholy exerciſe dominion 
in every glorified foule 3 hence 
it 15,that all ſuch ſouls.are whol- 
ly holy,and wholy happy 3 that 
is perfectly holy, and perfectly 
happy, for as much as Chiilt 
who 15 the fulnefle of his Fa- 
thers glory,1s fully preſent with 
them, 

Secondly, there is a preſence 
of Chriſt with man, mcerly ſpi- 
rituall; that is, ſuch a preſence, 
as whereby not the perſon, but 
the providence of Chriſt may 
bee ſeene, Such a preſence as 
ſuperiors have with inferiora ; 
nota contigenal/ , but a vertnall 
preſence 3 a preſence of influ 
ence and governance, as the 
Sunne hath - with us , by hs 
rayes and beames. And this 
preſence is either communes Or 
ſpecial. 

The Commune preſence of 
Chriſt with man, is that wherby 

man 
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| cording to the being of a ratio 
nall creature. Of this prelence 
| + Chriſt with moo , ſpeakes 

the Apoltle, that they ſhouldſecke 
| | the Lord, if haypily they might 
| feele after bizs and jinde him, 
! though hee bee not farre from e- 
| | Very One of #7, jor in hizz we live, 
| ; #20VC, and have our being. Chriſt 
asan upholder of cach creature, 
is not far from every one of us; 
that is, Kce 15 itil preſent with 
us thus, an1 with all Nations of 
men , which hee hath made of one 
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e Earth. | his preſence of 
[Chriſt with man thercfore,can- 

| not properly bee called a prime 
al par bleiſano , 2 choile 

| and {peci-Il favour, becauſe it 
is Comuune to man-kinde 10 
zenerall 3 yea Commune to all 
| Creatures below man 3 for God 


man 15 uphcld an guided, ac- 


wage , to dwell upen the face of 


[1s with all the workes of he 
Handes. 


— ——__—  - - 


—__ 


Ha 
fur 
pe 
{ 
| wha 


[i 0g 


' the { 
mad 
ot C| 
acco 
poſt] 
Lord, 
Tl 
of C] 
men, 
whicl 


wher! 
our f1 
wee 4) 
Angel! 
Texts , 
Iac ob 


DY Cx} 
before 


— — 


bh. Ad _ I EF RV WP 


: 


-— 
—_ 


with his Church Militant, 


Handes, touphold every Crea- | 
ture according to its proper 
ſpecies. 

Secondly , there is a ſpeciall 
preſence of Chrilt with mar 
which is that eft:cacious work- | 
vg, of the Spirit of Chriſt in | 
the ſpirit of man, whereby ir 1s | 
made one ſpirit, with the Spirit | 
of Chriſt, in willing and nilling. 
according to that of the A- 
poltle, Hee that is joyned to the 
Lord, is one ſpirit. 

There is a ſpeciall preſence 
of Chriſt, with the bodies of 
men, for the good of them ; 
which the .7P/alpriſs intimates 
where hee ſaith, that hee knowes 
our frame, aud rem: nbers that 
wee are but duſt |: and hat the 
Angels of the Lord. pitch their 
Tents about the right eons. And 
lacob found the truth of this 
by experience, when hee fled 
before Eſan, and tlept fo ſweer- 
K 2 'y 
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F der and ſpeciall preſence and 
- providence of Chriſt,reſpetting 
Y the cutward man » is compre- 
WH hended under the other, which 
7 reſpects the inward man , as 
a wid minus ſub majori » a lelle 


(—_—_ 
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oY lefling under a greater. For 

WT . . . 

I if God bee in a ſpeciall man- 

Iz ner —_ with my ſpirit, to 
guide and order that unto al] 


_ 
. —* » 


Holy _ , my ſpirit” will 
command my body to walke 
in them toozand ſoconſequent- 
ly Chriſt cannot chuſe, but be 
tenderly preſent with my bod 

alſo,tor the good of that, whillt 
every member thereof , 1s 
aCtuated by a ſpirit of his owne 
ordering, to his owne honour, || | 
| as weapons of Righteeuſneſſe. And 
theretore doth Paul ( pithily 
to ſpeake much in few )' filent- 
ly paſſe over that , which 15 ne- 
cellarily preſuppoſed, praying 
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that Chriſt would bee with T#- 
mothies ſpirit, and then he was 
ſure, Chriſt would bee after 
a ſpeciail manner preſent, with 
his body too, for the good of 
that, The Lord Teſws Chriſt bee 
with thy ſpirit. That 15, the Lord 
leſus Chriſt exerciſe a ſpeciall do- 


ing and ordering of it, unto the 
avoyding of all evill, and to the 
performing of all good , whereby | 
Chriſt may have all the glory,due to 
his Name. 

Now that thus to have Chriſt 
preſent with a mans ſpirit, is a 
prime and principall bleſſing, I 
will plainely demonſtrate to 
you, by a triple argument ab 
effectu. 

Thus to have Chriſt preſent 
with our ſpirits , is the ready 
way to all temporall, ſpirituall, 
lcuact good : andthere- 


fore muſt needes bee a prime 
K 3 and 
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and pnincipull. blefiing. Thus 
to have Chriſt preſent with a 
| mans {pirit,is the ready way un- | 
{ to all temporall good. Men 
whole {pirits, Chriſt doth after 
a ſpeciall manner order, to a- 
| void hinne , and to keepe the m- 
ſelves pure, as Paul here uſeth 
the expreſiion to Timethy,'all 
te porall good things, fo farre 
forth as may be good for them, 
bclong unto them by promiſe ; 
| For godlineſſe hath the ' promiſe 
this life. It ſhall come te yaſſe 
{21th the Lord, ifyou walke'in 
rayes, that I will bee 10w inth 
fruite of the Wombe, in the fruit 
of the Field ; wp the barket and 
| ſtore, Ec. If you walke in my wayes | 
| [m2] doe this. EC Why, they 
| ; with whoſe ſpiritsChriſt is after 
| 'a ſpeciall manner preſent, this is 
their high way ( as Salomonſaith) | 
' bo depart from evill : that 18. 
this 1s their daily endevour, to 
walke 
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walke in all the wayes of the 
Lord and ſo conſequently, all | 
temporall good of right bc- 
longs unto them. 

But you will ſay, how is it / 
then, that thoſe with who: ! 
(pirits Chriſt is moſt preſent, to | 
make moſt tender for his ho-| 


| nour, have uſually lca{t of all | 


temporall good things ? 

To this the anſwer is calle * 
and manifold. Men with whot- | 
(pirits Chriſt is molt pretent, to | 


; Chriſt hath conferred on them, 
(by pn , banzlhunenr 


| make them moſt tender to a- | 
1 ' | 
| voide ſinne,and to keepe thems | 


ſelves pure-, theſe: the Divell | 
doth moſt of all maligne . and 
| lets his limmes to ſpoile them of f 1 
| their goods, as the Author to the | 
| Hebrewes ſaith, to kvcope them | 
| from that, which Chrilt would | 
| have them advanced to, or clic 
'to {trip them of that, which 
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and the hike ; and ſo make ſuch 
livein Dens, and Holes, and 
Caves of the Earth ; to wander 
in Deſertz and Wilderneſles, 
wearing Sheeps-skins, and 
Goate{-skins , ot whom the 
World is not worthy. Where a 
ſpirit of malice and confufion 
rules, tis no marvel] to ſee (er- 
vants {ct on horſe-back, aud 
Princes goe on foote. 
Secondly, men with whoſe 
ſpirit Chriſt is aftcr a ſpecial] 
manner prelſent,he takesfpecial 
notice to what evill the ſpirit 1s 
moſt enclined, & ſo anfwerably 
gives of theſe outward things 
untothem. A wilc Father hath 
hiseye upon the diipofitionof 
his child . and to what exorbt- 
tancy he finds him enclined, he 
labours to prevent all occaſions 
t12 1t,and ſo keeps his child ſhort 
of what hee could otherwiſe 


liberally allow him. And thus 
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| that, which may foment theſe. 


tis with our heavenly Father. 
| reſpecting his children : he eyes 
| ſtrictly their ſpirits,and if he ſec 
[them inclined to pride, cove- 
| touſneſle, or any other (canda- 
| lous vice, hee ſhortens them in 


At this (I thinke) James may 
point, where he ſaith, Let the 
rich rejoyee in that he is wad: low. 


| matter of j JOY,aS Jumes ſaith. 


God out of tender love to his 
children, oft times makes them 
poore 1n purſe, that they may 


become poore 1a ſpirit, and ſo | 


capable of the Kingdome of 
Heaven. Which rightly weigh- 
ed, 15 not matter of ſorrow, = 


Thirdly, thoſe with whoſe 
ſpirits Chriſt is after a ſpecial] 
manner pr-ſent, to guide them 
to walke in his wayes, andto 
keepe themſclves pure, Chriſt 
doth prove them by poverty, as 
by ones 472-6 and hence 1t 
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| may come to paſſe, that Chriſti- 


| ans very hol ya may yet notwiths | 


; ſtanding be very deſtitute of the 
things of this life. Thus you 
know the Lord dealt with 16. 
| Chriſt was after a ſpeciall man- 
[ner preſent with his Spirit, to 
| guide him to walke uprightly 
| above many in his time 3 now to 
| make knowne this to the world, 
to his own glory, and 7obs eter- 
nall honour, he ſtript 7eb of all, 
and fet him upon a dunghill, 
| who before fat with the chieteſt 
in ſeats of honour. God will 
have the world know.,that thoſe 
with whoſe ſpirits hee is after a 
| ſpecial manner preſent,to guide 
' and order them, are not as thoſe 
| with whoſe ſpirits the' devill 
{is ina ſpeciall manner preſent, 
'toguide and order; to wit, ſuch 
'as will winde and turne every 
| way when put tot. 

Laſtly, thoſe with whoſe ſpi- 
rits 
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rits Chriſt is after a ſpeciall 

manner preſent, they deſire but 
lietle of the things of this lite 3 
and therefore 'tis no marvel), to 
ſce Chriſtiavs very holy, yet not 
very wealthy. Chriſtians with 

whoſe ſpirit Chriſt is after a ſpe- 

ciall manner preſent, they only 
delire daily bread ; Agzrs portt- 

on, food convenient; and this 
the Lord gives them, and with 
this they are contented, which 15 
the only wealthy eſtate. Chri- 
(tans, with whoſe ſpirit Chriſt 
1s after a ſpeciall manner pre- 
ſent, they hunger and thirſt after 
righteox/ne ſe, not atter riches in 
the world : they covet the beſt 
gifts. the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt, and not the fading riches 
of this life. Now Chriſt applyes 
himſelfe, to be moſt liberall in 
the diſtribution of that, which 
the ſpirits of men moſt bend at- 
ter 5 mmercy,orin juſtice.Chrt- 
ſtians 
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ſ[tians whoſe {pirits moſt ſtrong- 
ly bend after grace, to theſe 
Chriſt im mercy doth. moſt 
bountifully apply himlelfe, to 
give graces according to that of 
Chriſt, Bleſſed are they that hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſn'ſſe, for 
they ſball bee filled. Chriſtians 
whote ſpirits moſt ſtrongly 
bend after worldly riches, to 


moſt liberally applies himſclfe 
to give thoſe, according to that 
of the Pſalmiſt, 1heſe belly thou 
filleſt with thy hid treaſure. Accor- 
ding likewiſe tothat of Solomon, 
There is a ſore evill which Thave 
ſeene under the Sun, namely, riches 
kept for the owners thereof to their 
hurt. The objection being thus 
anſw*-red, the argument 15 [til] 
of force. That to have Chnilt 
with our ſpirits, is the waytoall 
temporall guod, and fſoconſe- 
quently, a prime and principal 
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thele oft times Chriſt injuſtice | 


bleſſing. But 
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But that I may yet more fully 
{reakinthisargument,note that 
temporall good, is either poſi- 
tive, or privative 3 (if | may for 
illuſtrations ſake ſodiſtinguiſh.) 
Temporall good in a poſitive 
ſenſe,is that ſecular thing, which 
is in itſelte good 5 as bread and 
cloathing,and the hike,of which 
we havealready ſpoken. 

Temporall good privatively 
ſo called, isatthichon ordered to 
a mans good, which in it ſelfe is 
not ſo. Now all thoſe with 
whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is preſent, 
are partakers of this temporall 
good. All outward loſfes and 
crolles, tend to their inward 


gaine, becauſe Chriſt is with 


their ſpirits: For a!l ontward | 
troubles, are heavier or lighter, | 


more hurtfull or more profita- 
hriſt is | 


ble ſtill to a man, as 


pleaſed to order his Spirit under 


them. A little outward _ 
if 


_— 


I42 


| 


—— 


Chriſts (1 ommenion = 


if Chriſt letit ſeize upon a mans 
ſpirit, he quickly ſinks and dyes 
under his burthen, according to 
that of the Apoſtle, worldly /or 
row canſeth death. The lofle of a 
wife orhusband; nay the loſle 
of a child or friend;nay the loſl- 
of the leaſt outward content, if 
Chriſt ſtand aloofe from a mans 
ſpirit,and let it faſten upon him, 
hee will ſoone languiſh, and 
bleed inwardly todeath;where- 
as all outward afflictions, meet- 
ing together upon the outward 
man, it Chriſt be with the ſpirit, 
to ſupport and beare up that, a 
Chriſtian {weetly ſubmits, and 
keeps on his way , according to 
that ofthe Apoſtle, Rejoycing in 
hope, patient in tribulation, conti- 
nuing inſtant in prayer. Now 
Chriſt tenderly watches, when 
outward troubles begin to take 
hold of that Spirit, with whogp 
he 1s ſpecially preſent, and then 
he 
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he quickly releeves and eaſes it; 
and not only fo, but ſanCtihes it, 
to the drawing of ſuch a ſpirit 
nearer to God 1n love accord- 
ing to that of David, I love the 
Lord, becauſe hee hath heard my 
voice, and my ſwpplications, be- 
cauſe he hath inclined his care nnts 
me, therefore will 1 call upon bim 
4 long as Thive. Adde thisto the 
former,that to have Chriſt with 
our ſpirits, 1s the ready way to 
all temporall good , whether 
poſitive, or privative; and you 
muſt needs grantit to be a prime 
and principall bleſſing. | 
Secondly, thoſe with whoſe 
(piritsChriſt is ſpecially preſent, 
are in the ready way to all ſ{pi- 
rituall good ; and therefore thus ; 
to have Chriſt preſ-at with our 
[pirits, muſt needs be counted a 
prime. and. principall blefiing. 
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ſpirits }_ 
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(pirits mult needs be very graci- 
ous with whom Chriſt is. The 
places are holy whereunto the Ark of 
the Lord hath come, (aith Solomon. 
I may truly ſay it of Chriſt, 
which the Ark typified. The 
Spirits are holy with whom 
Chriſt is, and where holy Chriſt 
comes. They are at the Well- 
head for holineſfle, which have 
holy Chriſt with their ſpirits. 
They that have Chriſt with 
their ſpirits, are in the ready 
way to the very heigth of hea- 
venly wiſdome; for there isno 
ſuch teacher of wiſdome as 
Srriſ 1s. With him are all the 
treaſures of wiſdome. He that 
lyes in thy boſome, teaching 
thee wiſdome ſecretly , came 
out of the very boſome of the 
Almighty, & knowes all things; 
and he gives ſuchan unCtionto 
that Spirit w** he teaches, that 
he makes it know and diſcerne 
all things too. Th- 
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| their ſpirits, are in the read 


tt 


. with bu Church Militant, = 
They that have Chriſt with 


way to the very m_— of love, 
which is the glory of all graces, 
inthe ſight of God and mag; for | 
there is no ſuch worker and | 
winner of love, as Chriſt is. If 
he doe but put in bis finger by the 
hole of the dore, hee will makea 
mans bowels melt after him. If 
hee doe but reveale his love to 
our ſpirits a little, our ſpirits 
grow ſick of love unto him. He 

will wound us with one of his 
eyes; ſofull of beauty is he. Let 

2 mans ſpirit bee never ſo cold, 

yet if Chriſt be with it, hee is in 

the ready way to burne with 

love toChriſt,as ſtrong as death, 

which many watefs canngt 

quench. 

They that have Chriſt with 

their ſpirits, are in the ready 

way tothe very hergth of joy& 

conſolation: they art in the rea- 
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|with joy, tothe very brim, ant 
epth 


| 


| gr0anes : nay Out of the hearing 


of glory. T 
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dy way to jOy nnjpeakavie and fullf 
? beſe thongs have Ipokes 
wt0 you, that your joy may be full, 
aid Chriſt to his Diſciples. 
Chriſt ſpeaks ſuch things tothe 
ſpirits of thoſe with whom hee 
is preſent , as fils their ſpirits 


this oft times in the very 
of all outward extremity. The 
Church doth darkly hintthis- 
The Comforter which ſhould relieve 
my ſoule is far from we. As if the 
Church had ſaid , though my| 
outward miſery bee exccedi 
preat, yet if the Comforter di 
t keepe cloſe to my ſpirit, 1 
ſhould have as much conſolatt- 
on as my heart could hold, 10 
the midſt of all my miſery; but 
this is my miſery of miſentes, 
that the Comforter w** ſhould 
relieve my ſoulc is far from me: 
out ofthe hearing of ſighes ahd 
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with his Church Militant, 
of ſtrong cryeshe 154ngry againſt 
my prayers. In a word a Chriſt- 
an which hath Chriſt with his 
ſpirit, is in the ready way to ex- 
cell in vertne, as David (ayes : to 
excell in all vertuce; tro be wiſer 
then his teachers; more excel-| 
lent in all grace, then his nezgh- 


bours. And therefore, to have ! 


Chriſt preſent with our ſpirits, 


| muſt needs be counted and cal- ] 


led, 4 prime and principall bleſ- 


ng. 
Laſtly,to have Chriſt with our 
ſpirits, 1s the ready way unto 


prime and principall bleſſing. 
As a ſtone carries with it, what- 
ſoever light thing be faſtned to 
it, unto 1ts own center; ſo Chriſt ' 
whoſe proper place of reſidence 
is Heaven, carries with him thi- 


ernall good 3 and therefore a | 


ther, all ſuch ſpiritsas ro whom 
he is united onearth. If we have 
a ſpeciall friend at Court, wee | 
L 2 count 
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(briſts Commanion ry | Bl 


count that wee are in aready 
| way to feeallthe pompe ofthe} | | Cþ 
| Prince. Chnſt hath the Keyes| | |ry 

{of Heaven and Hell ; hee opens] | | yn 
2nd no man ſhuts; ſhuts, and no| Þ |q 
mancan open : all with whoſe] Þ [ab 
| ſpirits he hath dwelt, and beene| f { ha 
kindly uſed upon earth, hee] | [21 
knowes; and when they (hall Þ |4;5; 
knock at thoſe everlaſting gates, It 
hee will open and let them in to rits 
every roome in his royall dwel- 
ling, and ſhew them all the glo-[|| | nee 
| ry which he bad with his Father] | wit 
| nefore the world was. 'Tis be- dy 
| | Ewe ene Chritt and that ſpirit thin 
| x vat Who! 1 he lives, 2s between| {| | defe 
| ' Naour 2nd Huth : wherethe onelf] | Chr 
| 5s _ * (Eve will. Whileſt ſuch Fatt 
\ price !rye in the body, Chriltl] | him 
| ' wit: Ive with ther there; when] |mur 
' they zemnove. out of the body, [} \fpiri 
$ -h, 1{; will not leave them (deatb]] |nake 
net jeparate) but commands t joy 


þ is Angels, to bring them to 
eternal} 
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with bis ( burch Militaxs. 
eternal! manſions, with kimfelt. 
Chriſt which 1s lifted up to glc- 
ry himſelfe, will draw all tuch 
unto him, as in whoſe ſpirits he 
dwels, and no ſtrength {half bee 
able to withſtand him ; none 
ſhall pluck ſuch out of kis hand. 
Unio cum Chriſto, eft aio imuni- | 
bilts. | 
Ifto have Chriſt with our 71- 
rits bee a grandfavour, not tc | 
have him with our tpirits, mnt | 
needs be a grand evill. A ſpirit | 
without Chriſt r#naked, a* a boy 
dy without cloathes. Many 
things may make cloathing and 
defence for the body, but only 
Chriſt that beff garzrext. as the 
Father of the Prodigall cals| 
him, can make cloathing and 
munition for the foule. A mans! 
ſpirit without Chriſt is 2s a | 
naked body amongſe thorns. 
every thorne pierceth, andeve- | 
ry bryer ſcratcheth, and fetch- 
LES eth 


mo 


me” Chriſt Communion 
{ eth blood from ſuch a body; fo 
worldly caresand worldly tears, 
when ſtrong, will pierce ſuch a 
naked ſpirit thorow and tho- 
row, and make him runne mad, 
if God (unſought) donat ſeaſo- 
nably ſtepinand bridle the Bed- 
lam. A mans ſpirit without 
Chriſt, is as a naked bodya- 
| mongſt Serpents; every Serpent 
ſtings and venomes ſuch a na- 
| kedbody to deathzlo every ſecd 
of the Serpent ſtings and poy- 
ſons todeath,ſuch naked ſoules, | 
| by their threatnings, flatteries, 
j examples, and the like, A mans! 
ſpirit without Chriſt, is as a pa-! 
{ ked body ingreat blaſts of light- 
ning ſuch bediesare ſuddepl 
 ſcorcht and conſumed 3 fo ſack | 
naked ſoulesare ſuddenly blaſt 
ed, by the fiery darts of the De- 
vill, and ſo ſuddenly oft times 
goe from burning to burning 3 
from burning in'fin, to burning 
in hell. A 
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ans| { what a darke dolorous condi- 


| - with hes, {"uarch Militant. 


A mans ſpirit without Chriſt 
is not only naked,but blind too. 
A naked man having his ſight, 
may make {ome ſhift, but a man 
naked and-blind too, is in a 
miſerable helpeleſle ſtate in- 
deed : and juſt ſuch is the ſtate 
and condition of every mans 
ſpirit, that hath not Chriſt with 
it : for asthe Sunne in the Hea- 
vens, is the eye and light of the 
greater World 3; fo the Sunne 
of righteouſneſle Chriſt, is the 
eye & light of the leſler world, 
man. Now doe but imagine 


tion wee ſhould all bee in,it the 
Sunne were darkned , or had 
utterly forſaken our Horizon 3 
or doe but thinke of that dark- 
neſſe , which was upon the 
Aegyptien: fora little time, when 
no man could ſtirre out of his 
lace;and ſuch and much worſe 
1sthe darke dolorous condit- | 


on, 


EE” 


Igi 


( briſts Communion 


on, of a ſpirit without Chriſt; a 
not able to ſee the leaſt beame | Þ | 
of ſaving light; notable to ſtir| | | b 
a ſteppe out of his place, in the 
| way that leadeto life. u 
| A mans ſpirit without Chriſt | || 
isnot onely blind, but dumme 
too, A man thatisblind, yet | 
if he can ſpeake, can begge for | | |t! 
| that which hee cannot ſee to bu 
| worke. But whena man is blind, | F |fu 
and dummetoo 3 that heecan| | |th 
| neither helpe himſelfe,nor beg 
others, hee 151n a doletull con- | (2 
dition indeed ; and juſt ſuch is SHE 
the condition of every mans ſpi- 
'rit, that hath not Chriſt withit. | I | be 
For as Chriſt is Eyes to the | | wi 
ſoule, ſo hee 1s a Mouth and [on 
Tongue, enabling it to cry Abbs| }| 
|F ather.  Unleſſe the ſpirit of | I | Ct 
Chriſt be with our ſpirits, help-| I| I: 
ingourinfirmities, whoaregod- | Þ| gu 
ly;zwe are dumme.,and not able 
| to ſpeake to our owne Father, 
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as adopted children, for daily 
Bread 3 much more unable to 
begge for lite, to the dreadful] 
Judge of all the World,muſt all 
ungodly perſons needes bee, 
whoſe ſpirits are altogether 
| without Chriſt, asan helper. 1 
would have all men that live in 
thetr linnes, thinke ſeriouſly of 
this 3 when Chriſt as the dread- 
full Judge of all the World, at 
the great day ſhall aske you, 
what you have to ſay tor your 
{clves, that you ſhould not e- 


'bee like that man which was 
' without his wedding garment, 
PR and not able to ſay a 


word for your ſelves, becauſe | 


|Chriſt is not with your ſpirits. 
| Tis impoflible that a mans own 
| guilty ſpirit, ſhould bee able 
looke the terrible judge of men 


and divells in the face , much 
| Iefle 


ternally die for your finnes,, in | 
which you have lived, you will } 
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| lefle ſpeake a word for mercy, 
| unlefſe the Al-mighty ſpirit of 
Chriſt be with it,to aid it. Many 
12norant wretches, ſooth them- 
ſelves with this, that they will | 
atlaſtcry, Lord Lord, and ſo 
prevaile quickly for pardon, 
. with him who 1s infinite in mer- 
| cy- Why, butthinke pnthisO 
ignorant ſoule ! No ever vey 
| call Teſws Lord but by the Holg- 
Ghoſt. Thou wilt not in thy 
greateſt need, bee able tocry 
Lord Lerd,unleſle the Lord bee 
with thy ſpirit. Death will ſting 
| t':ee,conſ{cience will gnaw thee, 
Chriſt will condemne thee, 
|  Divels will teare thee ; and yet 
| wilt not thou bee able tocry, 
Lord, Lord, have mercy on me, 
unlefle the Lord bee with thy 
{pirit : but inſtead of ayaP 
Lord,Lord, for mercy,thou w! 

burne in malice againſt the | 
| Lord,and curſe and blaſpheme 
FT 
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with bis Church Militant, | M | 
nercy, | | | as Divels and damned wretches 
Irit of doe. Haſt thou never ſeene con- 
Many | demned wretches, not onely 
hem- | | | dumme, but withall deſperate 
too, and leape off the ladder 
nd ſo themſelves, without either ask- 
don, ing God or man forgiveneſle ? 
| mer- thus in a ſpirituall ſenſe , and 
thisO much worle, wilt thou doe in 
” eay| || | the great day of judgement, 
 Holp- for as much as Chriſt is not with 
| thy [| [thy ſpirit  _ 
to cry Fourthly, a mans ſpirit with-| | 
d bee | | | out Chriſt, is not onely blind 
| ſting | | } and dumme;but deafe too. And | 
thee, if a man bee blind and dumme;, | 
thee, || | yet if hee can heare, hee may 
id yet | | | make ſome ſhift to help him- 
ocry,|f | ſelfe : wee follow a thing (you 
know)ſometimes by the ſound, 
when wee cannot lee 1t , nor 
ſpeake what it is : but whena 
man is naked, blind, dumme, 
and deafe teq, hee is ina help- 
heme | {| | lefſe conduion indeed; and jult 
ſuch 
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| ſuch 1s the ſtate of a mans ſpirit 
| without Chriſt. For Chriſt as 
hee1s Eyes and Tongue, ſo hee 
15eares alſo to the foule of man. 
Hence it is that ohy ſpeakes fo 
trequently of tpirituall hearing, 
atter a Hypothetica// manner : 
Hee that hath an eare, Cc. That 
is,tf any man have ſpirituall dif- 
cerning , {:t hims heare what the 
ſpirit ſaith 10 the Churches. In- 
timating that a ſpiritull eare, is 
avery rare thing to bee found; 
that which no man hath , but 
hee which hath Chriſt with his 
Spirit 3 that hath had his cares 
baared by the Spirit of Chriſt, as 
the Scripture ſpeakes3 all others 
are asdeafe as Adders. and can- 
not heare the voyce of the 
charmer, charme hee never (o 
wiſely. I would have all that 
ve 1n their finnes , ferioully 
conlider this too, as a further 
| degree of unhappineſle. he 

te 
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[ cell us that you will turne from | 
| your linges hereafter, and obey | 
the call of God in the Miniſtry | | 
of his Word : bur let mee 
aske you this ; have you not | 
hithernnto turned the deafe | 
eare upon God 2? yes: T and fo 
you will doe for the timeto 
come 3 and the reaſon of both; 
the ſame ; becauſe Chriſt 1s not 
with your ſpirits. Let mercies 
call,correCftions call; let friends 
| call, father call, mother call ; 
| husband call, wife call ;let Mt 
' niſterscall, conſcience call; nay 
| let Chriſt himſelfe call, in what 
voyce hee will, ſtil] voyce, or 
lewd voyce, in words never {0 
pleaſing , or never to piercing. 
| yer wilt not thou hearezbecaule 
Chriſt 1s not with thy ſpirits 
but with 8 alomor: foole, wilt on | 
n thy 11ns,and bee eternally pu- 
' m{hed. | 
| Fifthly,a mans fpirit without | 
Cliriſt, 


| — 
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| Apoſtle ſpeakes of ſuch a 


Chriſt, is without feeling 3 ins 
dead Palite all over, which how 
dolorous ſaucha ſtate 15,11 a cor- 
porall lenſe, you know 5 much 
more dolorous in a ſpiritual] 
ſenſe,l am ſure. As the ſpirit of 
man can neither ſce, ſpeake nor 
heare, ſo neither can it feele, 
without the ſpirit of Chriſt. The 
ſpirit of man without the ſpirit 
of God.is dead. Chriſt is to our 
ſpirits, as our ſpirits are unto 
our bodies, their life; and life is 
the principle of feeling : for the 
dead feele nothing. When Chriſt 
which is our Uife) ſhall appeare,$c. 
Where there 15noChriſt, there 
15no life 3 and wherethere isno 
life, there is no feeling. You 
know the Apoſtle ſpeakes of 
ſome that were paſt feeling, ha- 
ving giver themſelves ever #0 laſ- 
Civiouſne(ſe, to worke all unclean- 
neſſe with greedineſſe. There the 
ſenſe- 


— 
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OO with bis Church Militant, 


lefſencil>, as lyes upon the ſoule 
by a ſecond act of divine juſtice. 
All humane ſpirits by the firſt 
a& of divine juſtice upon Ada. 
are naturally paſt feeling, and 
would give up themſclves unto 
all vrfl rs with greedi- 
ac{le, did not God reſtraine. To 
bee paſt feeling in this latter, 
ſenſe, notes principally a want 
of divine affeCtion; when finne 
doth not kindly affcC the ſoule 
Iwith forrow; as inthe former 
| ſenſe, when finne doth nor at all 
laffect the ſoule with ſorrow - 
when holy wayes and works do 
nut kindly affet the ſoule with 
joyz a3 inthe other ſenſe, when 
they do not affett the ſoul with | 
joy. at all 3 but rather Giſturbe 

and provoke to paſlion and ma- 
lice. 

I would have all that live 1n 
their ſins, ſcriouſly think on this 


alſo,as a further degree of un- | 


happircfle. | 
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happinefle.You have heard ma- 
ny powerfull Sermons, w** you 
have ſcene work admirably up- 
on others,& yet they have made 
noimpreſſions upo your ſpirits; 
& many hundred more may you 
hearc, and no divine impreſht- 
on at laſt be made; and the rea- 
{on of both, one and the farne 
becaule Chriſt 1s not with your 
{pirits3 and by reaſon of this, 
your hearts are as Adamants, 
which -very ſtroke hardens, but 
not breaks it. Let the maſter 
{mite and the man {mite; let 
God ſmite, and his Miniſters 


{mire and conſcience ſmite 
nay, let every member of the 
body bee ſmitten with puniſh- 
ment, to affect the ſoule with 
lin, yet will it not ſtir and com- 
plaine, unlef{c Chriſt be with it. 

Finally a mans ſpirit without 
Chriſt, is without taſting or 


ſ{melling- to theſe ſenſes allo 
(you 
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you know) the Scripture dut!h 
allude, and therefore fitly her: 
may, I to ſet forth fully, thevn- 


hrih condition of<v: cy (firit 


j 


without Chriſt. You know tho 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome, hu 
| voured not the thmg: of God : 
| which is a terme applyed in 
| Scripture, to the ſerife of [inel- 
ling as well as to the ſenſe of 
| taſting, and therefore for br-vi- 
| ty fake doll here joyne both ſ-n- 
| ſes together, in a ſpiritull way 
' of alluſion. Why all that have 
[not Chriſt with therr (pirits, are 
| ſuch as cannot rightly /amorr jþ7- 
 rituall things 3 (uch put bitter for 
| /weet, and fireet for bitter. 
| TI would haveall you thatlive 
in your (ins, ſcrioutly thinke on 
{this too, as a further degree of 
'uinhappmeſſe. You come oft 
| times to Wiſdomes houſe, and 

though ſhee prepare you all ſpt- 
| rituall dainties, yet you can re- 
| M lh 
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162 oo Ciniffe {mm | 
lith nothing, bur tome by things, | || | 
that lye abuut the diſh, rather 
for ornament, the for food. And 
would you know the reaſon of 
this ? 'tis becauſe Chriſt is not|F | 
with your ſpirits. If Chriſt were 
with you, you wold feed on eve- 
ry diſh at wildomes table, on|F|, 
promiſes,yea & on threatnings | F 
| 
[t 


too: To the hungry ſoule, every 
bitber thing is ſweet, faith Sole- 
mon. All that is good and whole-| [| 
| ſome goes downe well, where| I | 
; Chriſt is with the Spirit. You 
| come frequently to Wiſdomes 
, houſe, who keeps a Table here 
; and 'twere for a King, 'and yet 
' you have leane ſhrivel'd ſoules, 
; ike menina Conſumption:eve- 
' ry one tels you, that you look as 
if you were ſtarved, ſpeak and| |} 
Ive, as it you never heard a 
good Sermon from yeares end, 
| | to yeares end: they tell you that 

| you are ſoleane and feeble, that 


you 
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| with his Church Militant, 
you need the benefit of ail the 
(pirits,thateverydiſhat wiſdoms| 
table can yeeld, to ſtrengthen 
you,and recover you, and yet 
| every diſh almoſt goes againſt 
your ſtomacks;and that you doe 
| eat, is without favour or any 0- 
ther vertue,and ſo you languiſh 
with al dainties betore you;zand 
| thus you will goe on languith- 
| ing,untill you quite conſume & 
| periſh eternally, unleſfe Chrilc 
| be with your ſpirits. 

You ſce( 1 ſuppole)plainly by 
| thistime, that asit 15 a prime and 
; principall happineſle to have 

Chriſt with our ſpirits, ſo it is a 
prime and principall evill and 
unhappines, not to have Chriſt 
with our ({pirits. W hercftore ha- 
ving laid open both before you, 
| let mee entreat you all to looke 
in upon your ſpirits , and ſec 
who keeps company withthem. 
Chriſt or the divell;one of theſe 
_M 2 rwo 
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| And 


\rwo 1s with all our ip! nts. If 
Chriſt bee not with our ſpirits, 


'be with your {prits, according | 

ju the ſenſe and meaning of the 
| Apollie m any text , you hall 

| find it by theſe two things, the 
by is dead becauſe of ſue 5 and the 
| jparst #1 1sfe becauſe of righteauſne: 

} Fts Penis Caharatter of Chriſt 


| man unpoan carth , and therefore 
of firong authority. Aud ifChrift 
be 2 yas, ee body x is earl bec anje 
of Baekteauſneſſe. The 
body is dead becaule of Tone : 

{ that is, the body of corruption 
ts deſtroyed, as in refpett of the 
zuilt of 3t, fo in refpettof the 
dominzon of it. And he ſpirit 4 


Life bucmeje of righteoxjmeſſe - that 


lthe diveilis and wil be. if Chriſt] 


 [peczall preience inthe {oule of | 


! is, the regenerate part is vige- 
{ raxc.mm reference to all rigine- 


| ous way £5. | 


; with his ( hives Milan. 


And if therefore you wonld | 


know whether Chri(t bee with | 
(your ſpirits , fee whether your 
bodies bee dead becaute of in : | 
whether you Iaboar to bring e- | 
'very thought 1#t#s (nbjedtion 10 
[Chriſt ; or whether you doe not | 
\a//oreyour felves liberty to ſome | 
evil, our of ove to fome pler- 
fure or profitzwhich ts that prin. 
;cipally, wherem the dommion 
of hnne conliltet?: ; 23 Paz{hints 
unto ns, where he faith, the evil | 
'which 7 dee,1 «How note T hat 3. 
\doe not approve of it in my 
'beart, nor plead forit with my | 
tongue 3 but firive 2gain(t it; 
| with al} my ftrengtle 5 and it | 
| wonlkd be more joy to me, tobe } 
'rid of it , thes it [khadaKrnp- ' 


[dome cooferred on me. This:s | 
[the Jangnage night, of one that 
hath Chriffwith fs ſpine. 

| Secondly, fee whetzeryoor 
( pirits be afroc ber ale of 1ightcon/- 
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{in the dutics of his worſhip. A | 


Chriſts Communion 

neſſe, it you would know whe- | 
ther Chriſt be with your ſpirits. ! 
or not. See whether holy wayes | 
doe heartily aftect you. I re- | 
juyced when they ſaid,come let | 
as goe to the houſe of the Lord, ; 
faith the 7/alwjſt. He ſpake like | 
a man , having Chriſt indeed 

with his ſpirit : his ſpiritleapt| 
within him, like the Babe min: 
Elizabeths Wombe, when they 
 {pake of drawing neere to God, 


Chriſtian that hath Chriſt with 
his ſpirit, ces a taking tranſcen- | 
dant beauty 1n all wiſedomes| 


wayes 5 they are all wayes of plea- | 
ſure.and pathes of peace 5 which is 
ſpoken 1n reference to ſuch as 

have Chriſt with their ſpirits: | 
for others finde no ſuch thing in 
them. And his ſpirit opens in| 
'hem_ like flowers if the Sunne, 


and ſmelles fragrantly:he bends 
and cleaves tothem , in love to 


that 
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theſe things in you, I thinke1 
may ſafely tell you to your 
comfort,that Chriſtis with your 
(pirits. 

I may turne this Character 
into another forme,as Pau/doth, 
and tell you in his words, that 
hee which js joyned to the Lord 
is one ſpirit. They thathave 
Chriſt with their ſpirits, are 
one ſpirit with Chriſt. This ex- 
preſſion (I conceive) is ſome- 
thing explained by theſefollow- 
ing words; And themultitude of 
them that believed, were of one 
heart andone ſoule : or as the ori- 

inall hathit 5 wi wi © 4v2;» wir 
{ow and ſoule owe. They that 
have Chriſt with their ſpirits, 


— 


are heart and ſoule one with 
Chriſt. They doe idem well: && 
iders nolle. What Chriſt loves, 
they lovezand what Chriſt hates 


—_— 


that ſoule ſweetneſle, which he 
ftindesin them. And if you finde 
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Aet.5.15 | the greateſt. #/hoſoever ſhall bre.h 
| ce of theſe leaſt Commandeqrents, 


| the leaſt in the Kindedome of Hea- 
| ver. I hey that have Chrilt with 
| their ſpirits, are heart and foule 


{ briſts Commun es nm 


| they hate, Chriltloves righte- 
\cufnefle, and hates iniquity: 
| T hou haſt loved richteeuſurſſe and 


have Chrilt with their ſpt- 
rits.arc heart and fouls one with 
Chriſt in this. T hey love righte- 
ouſncile, that 1s, all righteous 
wayes : and hate 1niquity 3 that 
its all that Gods Word con 
dew nes. TIT was Chriſts meate 
and drinke, to doe his Fathers 
W1i'! 35 they that have Chriſt 
| with their {pirits, ate cne ſpirit 
with Chriſtin this: 'T7s joy to the 
'uſt to cage judgement, fanh Se 
lomen. Chri(t was tender about 
keeping the lealt Cemmande- 
mcnt,, as well as about keeping 


and teach men ſo, he ſhall be called 


with his Chaurch CM uliutant. 


| one with Chriſt in this; they are 
tender to keep? all Gods Com- 
mandements, leaſt, as well as 


greateſt. So ſhall 1 not be confoun- 
| ded, mhif'(8 I have re(ped unto all 
' thy C ommancements, lauh Duvid. 
[| doe conceive the place fore- 
| cited (o, as if Chriſt did account 
| of one part of his Fathers wil a- 
bove another -: I rather thinke 
' that hee there ſpeakes Phariſeo- 
| rum more, 10 the Phariſes dia- 
| le&,whowould m ke the world 
| believe, that they mightily la- 
bourcd to keepe ſome precepts, 
| but others they thought, as 
' many of us now doe, that they 
' need not to bee loltrict abour. 
| New Chrilts tender Spirit for 
| his Fathers honour, could not 
brooke this halting in religion + 
and they that have Chriſt with 
their ſpirits, are heart and ſoule 
| one with Chriſt in this. That | 


[ 


| Commandement which the 
| moſt 


—_— 
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may be diſpenſed with all ; or 
at leaſt need not bee fo ſtridtly 
look tunto; that, as well as any 
other, whiPſt a precious part of 
Chriſts will, a man that hath 
Chriſt with his ſpirit, will bee 
tender to obſerve. Davids (pirit 
{mote him,for cutting off the lap 
of Saulsgarment,aswel as forcut- 
ting off the life of Vrijah: which 
plainly ſhewes, that men which 
have Chriſt with their ſpirits, 
are tender about the avoiding 
of ſmall ſins, as well as great. 


Now poſlibly ſome of you by 
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molt ſay 1s one of the haſt , and 


| 


| 


| 


that as yet you have nor Chrilt | 

with your ſpiritsI ſhall addrefſle | 

my ſelte in the firſt place, par-| 

; ticularly to ſpeake to you 3 and | 

then in the ſecond place, I ſhall | 
'addreſle my ſelfe, particularly 
, to ſpeake to ſuch of you,as have 
by what hath beene ſaid diſcer- 

| ned, | 


| what hath beene laid, may fee, | 
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ned, that Chriſt is indeed with 


your ſpirits. To you which by 
what hath been ſaid,ſce, that 2s 
yet Chriſt is not with your {pt- 
rits,l have only theſe two things 
to ſay, labour tobewaile your 
vreat want , as perſons deeply 
{enfible of it; and then labour 
to get this grant {pzedily ſup- 
plyed. 

Firſt, labour to bewaile your 
great want, as perſons deeply 
atfefted with jt. Tis the greateſt 
wantin the World, to want 
Chriſt to bee with a mans ſpirit. 
Other wants may bee aftlicting 
wants, but this 1s a damning 
want. Other wants may make 
thee deſpiſed of men , but this 
want will make thee for everto 
be abhorr'd of God. Thou were 
better want riches, thou were 
better want honours ; nay, thou 
were better want bread to put 
in thy head, then want Chriſt to 


— 


be 
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| remrthy heart. Thou were 

| bene want thy deere Husband, 

| thy fverts Wite, to Iye inthy | 
| boleme, then want Chriſt co! 
hy: there. Nay, thy ſoule were | 
| b-uer ro bet without thy body, 
| 1h:m without Chriſt It there 
| be> 20 want under Beaven, 
| that wtilios a hel toa man, up- 

lm Earth, it 5 this ,, to want 

|< mit to: bee with his fpirit, 

| For what js it that makes hell, 
| e!32 place full of (in, and ful} | 

! etwalerybut this, that Chriſt s 

1 aoit enth thoſe ipires 2 theyare 

| {parties ererlaſtingly exchuded, | 

1 fam all communion with 

Chart, Now whereas great 

} ranges ,, make you compheine | 
 beacily , and mourne bitterly, 
; 


; begge the Lyrd to make thete 
things figke into your fpirits, 
thatxou ray bee fenlible ofthis þ 
| great want of wants, that your 
fparits ar without _ | 

__ 
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' and fo wthont God im this | 


' world 5 that {o all forrew for o- | 


vy | | | ther wants, mny morre and ran | 

1% | 'imemechannell. to bewarke ths Q 

re | | {orcat want. Sal Tpee ck tr» has | 
7, | | | fervanc, I way here falv aitude | * þ 
e| | ito, Cone fet ws retwrar ( fant | 159 Y: 
1, he ) deaf my t ath ore; cans 
> | forthe Ajjes ' a1 take eh autt far 
it &s- It you that MOUrnec it hrs 


p, want, and that wart ., <td bur | 
, | | | feele the want of Chroit with 

}} |; your ſpirits, you would wirk | 
$ | | Kb quickely leave mrommunyg | 
ef | | foruitizs and beginzowourne | 
»| | ; for things of wnghn. Come, 
| 1] O my {oute! ceatemouwning 
4 


| for Father, and Mother 5 ceaſe 
| | | Hourning for Rudband and 
| Wife, for Children 3nd fub- 

' !tance 5 and begrn ty cvourne | 
| I | for this, that thou yer Tiveſt 
| | | Chriſtleſſe,and are zz the ready | 

way to dieand periſh remedr- 

Tele. 
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When you have got your 
| hearts to bleed inwardly, under 
your great wantzthe cry mighti- 
ly tothe Lord, to ſupply it. And 
 tomake your prayers prevalent, 
Fee | urge the promiſe of God, wher- 
in hee hath engaged himſelfeto 
| do good in Chriſt, to them that 
are afar off. Thy ſoule thou fin- 
deſt far oft from Chriſt - why, 
the promiſe (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
of Chriſt, and ſalvation by him, 
1s toſuch. For the promiſe is to 
As 2:39.) you and to your children, and to all 
| that are|afar off-\T his Peter ſpake 
| by way of comfort, as now Ido, 
to ſuch as telttheir ſpirits with- 
out Chriſt; without grace and 
hope of glory. Chriſt you ſee is 
| under promiſe,under a generall 
promiſe, and therefore no ſoule 
ſhould deſpaire of obtaining 
him. Hee is promiſed to the 
Jewes, and not only to them, but 
to us Gentiles, who ſometimes 
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| were afar off not to this Gentile 
or that, but toall that are pricke 
in heart for the want of him- For 
the promiſe 38 to. you and to your 


| children.and to all that are afar off: 
| Let every. one therefure upon 
'prickt and wounded, for want 
of Chriſt, take words to him- 
| {cIfe, and go unto God, and ſay. 
'O God, my loule is a poore 
'Chriftleſle ſoule. I finde by wo- 
full experieace , that the Lord 
Jeſus 1s not with my ſpirit, by 
[reaſon of which I live wickedly 
'to thy diſhonour, and (hall, I 
| know not how ſoone, die maſe- 
'rably, to mine own eternall un- 
| doing, if thou do not ſhew mer- 
[Cy upon me, according to thy 
| promiſe. Thou haſt ſaid that 
thou wilt beſtow Chriſt, grace 
and falvation, upon them that 
are afar oft; make good thy gra- 


cious promiſe to mee , whoſe 
ſpirit 


this ground, that feels his {pint | 


| 
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and all good ; ſo ſhalt thou ob- 
lige me for ever unto thee; and 
I ſhall tell ofthy goodnelle as 
long as I hve. 

Having thus ſpoken what | 
thought fit, to ſuch asfinde by 
what was formetly delivered, 
that Ci:riſt 1s not with their ſpi- 
rits; I fhall in the next place 
{peak unto you, that by what 
was formerly delivered, finde, 
that Chriſt 15 indeed with your 
ſpirits. Something by way of 
counſel], and ſome thing by way 
of conſolation,I have to deliver 
unte you. T hree things by way 
of counſel], I would commend 
unto you : thavkefully acknow- 
ledee this great favour, carefully 
preſerve it 5 and induſtriouſly It 
bour to augment it. 

Firſt, thankfully acknow- 
ledge this great favour. 'Tisa 
pearle of great price , that God 
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| hath caſt into thy boſome,, to 
give Chriſt to bee with thy ſpi- 
rit : and fot great favours,every 
one will acknowledge it very fit, 
{and Joſt, that they ſhould bee 
'thankfull. *Tis a Jewell that 
' hriſt ſcarce give* toone of ten- 
\chou'and { and for rare gift-, 
every one will readily confelle 
'1tto ber great ingratitude, not 
| thankefully to acknowledge 
them. Daclt thou not heare 
| ſome {\weare, ome curſe, ſome 
| iye, like therr father the Devill 2 
| Why thou would(ſt have beene 
| luch an one, had not God given 
Chriſt to be with thy ſpirit. 
| Doeſt thou not fee {om+ drun- 
'kards, ſome whoremaſters, 
| {ome murderers, fome perſe- 
'cntors of rhe Saints ? Why 
thou would'ſt have beene {ſuch 
{1m one, if God had not given 
| Chriſt to be with thy ſpirit. Do- | 
eſt thou not fce ſome make a 
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God ot their belly, ſome make 
a God of their wealth, ſome 
proud, ſome mad, ſome putting 


{| far' from them the evill day, li- 


ving as if they ſhould never dyc? 
Why, thou wouldeſt have been 
ſuch an one, had not God given 
Chriſtto be with thy ſpirit. Do- 
elt thou not ſee \ Nabals, 
ſome ITezabels,lome Caines, ſome 
Demaſes, ſoine Indaſes * Why, 
amongſt the number of thele 


.wouldeſt thou have beene, had 


not God givenChriſt tobe with 
thy ſpirit. Wherefore magnihic 
the Lord with all thy might,and 


| let all that is within thee praile 
' his holy Name. Think but how 


it was with thee, when thy ſpirit 


' was without Chriſt. How foolfþ 
 thon waſt ſerving divers luſts:how 


the God of this world which 
rules mightily in the children of 


| diſobedience, did rule mightily 
'in thee. How weak thy ſpirit 


| —— a 
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was, and eaflily overcome and 
carried captive of every luſt. 
How drunken thy ſpirit was,and 
reeld from one optmon to arto- 
' ther; one day thou thoughtſt 
thus, and thus, and another da 

| thou thought(t quite contraty. 

| ſay,do but think of theſe things, 
and how the Lord might juſtly 
| haveleft thee (till, to have gone 


EE 


| on thus, untill thou hadſt peri- | 


| ſhed,ashe hath done many thou- 
| (ands4 and then be unthanktull, 
for the communion of Chriſt 
| with thy ſpirit, ifthou canſt. Te 


' was this conſideration that ſet | 


Pal a wondring at the goodnefs 
of the Lord. 7 was a blaſphemer, 
a perſecutor,, ec. yet I obtained 


was wonderfull in his eye, that 
God ſhould give Chriſt,co dwell 
with ſuch a bloody blaſpheming 
ſpirit, as he'had. In this way let 

N 2 us 
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mercy.He circumflexesthis term 
[11 yet LI) obtained mercy, &c. It 
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us go to work, toraile ourdull 
(pirits, to magnihe the. free 
'gocdneſle of the Lord : for 'tis a 
worke of all workes, that God 
loves. I wasa man ofa very 
proud, paſſionate,malicious, un- 
cleane ſpirit; and yet I obtained 


mercy. God h:th given Chriſt 
to be with this depraved {piric 
and in a little time he hath done 
very much,and made a manifeſt 
change in my ſpirit; of very 
proud, he hath made it in ſome 
meaſure humble 3 of very paſt 
onate, in ſome mcaſure patient: 
of very malicious, in ſome mea» 
iureloving 3 of very uncleane, 
in ſome meaſure continent. O ! 
the riches of his love; bow un- 
ſearchable is his mercy, and his love 
paſt finding out. 

Secondly,asI would have you 
thankfully acknowledge this 
great favour, ſo I would have 
you carefully labourto preſerve 


it, 
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it. You find that you have Chit | 
with your ſpirits, take heed you \ 
do not loſe him.'Thou wert bet- 
ter loſe thy life, then loſe the 
ſpeciall preſence of Chriſt with 
thy ſpirit. Tis «prime and prin- 
pall blefling,as thou haſt heard: 
a bleſſing of more worth then 
this world ; nay of more worth 
then thy ſoule,which Chriſt va- 
lues above the world. Now 
choice things, we are uſually ve- 
ry carefull of, and kecpe them 
choicely.Chriſttotally(Iknow) 
can no man loſe, which hath 
him after a ſpeciall manner; pre- 
ſent with his ſpirit : but accord- 
ing to ſome prime & _—_— 
operations, he may ? according 
to others, very far, though not 
totally. A man may loſ- the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt with his ſpirit to- 
tally, as a Comforter. Th: Com- 
farter, which ſhould relieve my joule 
is far fro me, faith lercas; «im the 
; N23 pericn SM 
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| Lord caft off ſax e2er and will be be 
faveurable no more? Some caurt- 


Chriſts Communion [ 
-y.x10n of the afflicted Church, 
Tis probable enough, that Pu- 
vids (purit , was thus fiript of 
Chriſt, by his-dploreus.com- 
plaints, which frequently wee | 
reade: of. 1s bjs.werey cleane gone | 


for ever 2 doth his promiſe faile for | 


evermore £ Huh God forgetten to 
be gracious f hath be in awger [but 
up his tender mercios * Wall. the 


4 1 
ages in Chriſtians, |, towards 
Chriſt,make Chriſt totally aker 
his carriage towards thethough 
for his promiſe ſake, he willne-! 
ver - totally. remove himſglte 
from them. z 

As when Chriſtians doe not 
keep their watch ſtrictly againſt 
(linne, in all the occaſiens of itz | 
then Chriſt inſtead of being a 
Comtorter, becomes a convin- 


cer 5 and inſtead of ſpeaking 


{weet things, hee ſpeakes very 
bitter | 
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bitterunto the ſoule. This was 
the caſe of Davidand Peter. Or 


when Chriſtians are careleſlc, 


and ſJuggiſh, to maintaine and 


encreale their {weet Commum- 
on with Chriſt ; unyeeiing to 
the (weet motions of the ſpirit 
of Chriſt, and turning oft times 
the deafe eare, againſt the ſtill 
voice behind them, which ſaith, 
this is the way, walke in it. Then 
Chriſt drawes a curtaine be- 
tweene the (pirit of man, and 
Mieofhand lever the ſpirit of 
man irithe darke , and full of 
feares. This is notably illuſtra - 
ted , by that language of the 


Spoul@, 1t is the voyce of my be- 
loved thit knocketh, ſaying, open 
to me,my Siſtor,my Louve,wy Dove, 
my +1 * for my head 1; filled 
with dew, and my locks with the 
drops of the night. The Church 
was convinced of this , that it 
was her beloved, ſeeking neerer 


communion 


—_—C — 


_— I. 


: 


= » 
\< fu" % 


Ciniffe Cann: won 


kd nab HOWE hf 7 
communion with her, and yet | ; 
obſerve? how ſhe replyes. Thaw | | |: 
LL eff my coat.how (all I pat it ont | | 
1 have waſhed my feet, how ſhall T| | | 
dejile them? T opened to my beloved, [ 
| but my beloved had withdrawne 
| himſelfe and was gone , my ſoule | | | 
failed when he ſpake 3 1 ſought him, | | \ 
Cant.5. | but I could not finde him: I called 
kim but be gave me ne anſwer.\ou| | | 
that finde the preſence of Chriſt | | | 
with your ſpirits, as a Comfor-| | | 
ter, make Chriſtian uſe of what | | |: 
[ have ſaid, that you may ſtill | | | « 
enjoy ſo great a mercy. And if | 
| you loſe the Lord Tels Chriſt, | 
as a Comforter to your (ſpirits, 
miſerable comforters will all 0- | 
ther things prove unto you, You 
' will mourne, and none will bee | 
| able to comfort you, if Chriſtas 
aComforter forſake your ſpirits. | | | 

| Secondly, asa leader, a man 
| | may very farlole the communt- | 
; on of Chriſt with his ſpirit. Asif 


hee at 
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with his Church Militant, 


| TEES woe © —— 
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« 


|+ Chriſtian take liberty to ſinne 


' 


' make Chriſt firſt or latt (ii not 
timely lookt unto) leave a man 
to his owne underſtanding , to 
ſteare his courſe, and then will 
ſuch a man declare himſelfe 
quickly,to bea foole,and a beaſt, 
in many pcints, as David ſaith. 
Have you not ſcene Chriſtians 
of great light,crre injudgement, 
and erre in practiſe> Whence 
comes this weakneſle, but from 
hence, that Chriſt as a leader 
ſtands aloofe from thetr ſpirits ? 
which 15a plaine demon(tration 
that a man may loſe the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt with his ſpinit,as 
a leader. David (| beleeve) 
| found the truth of this, as 
well as of the former, by wc- 
full experience. A man may col- 
lect ſo much cleerely, from his 


_— 


—— 


owne words. Caſt mee not away 
| fowl 
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P/al.gt.1t from thy preſence, and take not thy 


 himſelfe (the Spirit of the holy 


ciling that ſpeciall dominion in 
| his ſpirit, as befo 
 duing of luſt, and ſuggeſting of 


| holy ſpirit from me. T he Spirit of 


God 1s therefore called by Da- 
vid a holy Spirit, becauſe holy in 


God, as hee ſaid to Daxzel) but 
principally here, as I conceive; 
4b officio: becauſe the worker of 
holineffe in us. David doubtleſle 
by his fall, found an exc-eding 
weakneſle in his Spirit, unto alF 
good, over what formerly hee 
did; anda ſtrong propenſity a- 
gaine to errez as every ad of lin 
leaves ſeed and ſpawn upon the 
{piritzto bring forth more,toco- 
ver the firſt, or to commit the 
like againe. But more then all 
this, he found Chriſt to ſtand a- 
loofe from h1s ſpirit 3 not exer- 


re, for the ſub- 


, 


| 


holy motions and detires, but 


leaving him as it were to him- 


ſelfe | 


' 
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lelte, as one with whom hee 
would have no more to do. And 
thexefore doth David lodole- 


tully complaine,Caſt we not away | 


from thy preſence, and take not thy 
bol11 Spirit froms me : you there- 
tore which finde Chrift with 
vour ſpirits, as a tender leader, 
tzke heed of linning againſt any 
part of that light, which he ſets 
up in; your underſtandings, or 
againſt any mottonsof his {prrit, 
yhych be ſuggelts unto yousleſt 
he leave you to-your own light, 
and toyour own ltrength, and 
then will you run from lette fins 
t9zreater, from one hntoano- 
ther; like Puzidand: Peter,to the 
{candalizing of the Goſpel, and 
the deſperate wounding of your 
own ſonles. 


| 
The third and/laſt thing thart| 


L would commend unto you, by 
way of counſcll, is this, labour 


to. augment this great favour. 
You 
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rits, labour 1nduſtriouſ]y,to have 
Chriſt more and more with 
your ſpirits. 'Tis a prime and 
principall bleſling, as you have 
heard, to have Chriſt with your 
{piritsz therefore labour toget 
as much of this favour & happt- 
neſle as poſhibly you can. Thou 
haſt Chriſt with thy ſpirit as a 
teacher; why thou maiſt haye 
him yet more intimate with 
thee, and open unto thee,in im- 
parting divine myſteries,if thou 
| follors on to know, as the Prophet 
(peaks,if thou humbly forger,8 
look over all thou haſt, &preſle 
hard after more: the things thou 
knoweſtnot, Chriſt will teach 

thy ſpirit, morning by morning, 

as by the learned. Chriſt hath 

taught thy ſpirit many truths; 

why, he will leade thy ſpirit into 

all truh,if thou urge his promiſe 

and belceve. He will jill thee with 


the 


— 


You ſfinde Chriſt with1 your ſpi- 
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with his Church Militant, es 


the knowledge of bis will in all wi/- 
dome and ſpirituall underſtanding) | 
[t chou pray for it as Pax/did tor | 
the Coloſſaans. 

Thou findeſt Chriſt with thy 
ſpirit as a Comforter; why thou 
maiſt have yet much more con- 
(olation from him, if thou ſtudy 
tobe more pliable to him. Thou ! 
haſt Chriſt diſtilling drops of : 


conſolation into thy ſpirit. now / 


and then ; why thou maiſt have 
' Chriſt powring in flacons of 
; love intothy foul-|, filling thee | 
; with joy unſpeakableand full of | 
glory, rf thou bring thy ſpirit to | 
| bee more lowly and meek 3 for | 
fuch find moſt reſ# to their ſoles : | 
it thou carefully keep comming 
to Chriſt tilt, in every preſſure of 
ſpirit 3 for ſuch finde moſt eaſe - 
that is renewing faith ſtill, as | 
| thou renewelt thy (ins. 
| Thou findeſt Chriſt with thy 
| ſpirit, as a quickner b ſtrength-| 
ner ; 
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ner to duty; why thou mailt find 
him yet more mighty with thy 
{pirit this way,itthou powreout 
thy ſpirit often with David for 
| quickning grace; and if thou 
| more deny thine own (trength, 
and ca(t thy felt more upon his. 
Could we but attain Pawls height 
'1n ſelte-denyall, to bee nothing 
in our lelvs(thongh I av: nothing, 
ſaith he) we ſhould tinde Chriſt 
' glorioully preſent (till with our 
ſpirits, and be more conſtant in 
| zeale & {trength to every good 
| work, then we are. I conclude 
[this thus, bee (o tratable to 


ry, winne upon Chriſt (till ; and 
think that thou canſ{t never bee 
acere enough to him, nor int1- 
mate enough with him;and this 
1s the ready way, to havea hea- 
venupon earth -'for the more 
weget Chriſt to be with our ſpi- 
rits.the more truly may wee bee 
{aid to be in Heaven. The 


c_y 


Chriſt, that thou maiſt with Mas I 


_—_———— 


1 


\layt 
| you! 
laric 
| aga! 
| wan 


thy | 
cat. 
[not « 
pine 
Pro 


paty 


1n{t; 


— 
——_— 


Can 


with his Charch Mili int. 


— OO — _—  —— 


| The Jaſt thin thatI have to 


lay to you, that find Chriſt with 
your ſpirits, 1s matter of conſo- 
lation. Here is comfort for you 
againſt famine. When thy body 
| wants food, Chriſt that 1s with 
'thy ſpirit, will give that meatto 
cat, which che world knowes 
not off 3 ſo that when others re- 
'pine, and curſe God and their 
King in their extremity , as the 
Prophet ſpeaks 3 thou ſhale bee 
patieht 1n this tribulation, and 
\nſtant in prayer tohim , who 
can command Ravens to bring 
thee bread and fleth to teed on 
and will, rather then thou ſhalt 
(tirve, if thy life may bee more 


to his glory, thenthy death. 
Here's comfort for you againſt 
the ſword. In the mid{t of all 
troubles and fears, Chriſt that 1s 
with thy ſpirit will beare thee 
up admirably. Whatis the face 


of an enemy to terrike, if Choi 
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| Chriſts Communtnu 
be with thy ſpirit. What is the 
ſpoiling of thy goods? nay what 
is the ſpoiling of thy body ? if 
Chriſt bee with thy foule. A 
Mountaine of miſery, is but as a 
Mole-hill, it Chriſt ſupport the 
ſpirit. To think of the Sword is» 
naked reference to fleſh and 
blood, and fo nothing is mor 
terrible: but Ict us that feare the 
Lor think of 1t, in reference to 
Chriſt that1s with our ſpirits, & 
then wee (hall not be troubled. | 
though we heare of warres a 
rumours of warres, no more 
then at the rumours of any 0- 
ther calamity. 

| Here isc6fort for youagainſlt 
the Plague, which 1s here and 
| there ſcatterd inthe Kingdome. 
What is any diſeaſe tothe body, 
if Chriſt bee with thy ſoule ? 
As the outward man decayeth. 
the inward man ſhall be renew- 
ed daily, becauſe Chriſt is with 
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| thy ſpirit. When thy body us tullot , 
paine,thy foule ſhall be full of coax | 
tort, becauſe Chriſt is with thy (pt- | 
rit. When thy body is ſealed wuh 
ſpots for death,thy ſoule ſhall be ſea. 
led with the Holy Gholt unteerzr- | 
nail lite, becauſe Chriſt is wath thy | 
{pirit. I he plague of the body is aus | 
thing, if this plague of plagues bee | 
[not upon theſpirit, to wit, delirrute | 
| of Chriſt. | 
| Here 1s comfort tor you «gant 


| 
 rer{ecution. When men frowne ups | 
on thee without, Chnſt wall laule 


' upon thy ſpirit within : when men 
 ladetby outward man w'® reproach- 
es. Chriſt will fill thy inward man 
with comforts : when men ſhutup 
thy body from the communion of 
Saimts, Chriſt will give thy ipanta 
large freedome of communion 
himſelf. When men ſtrike thy body; 
Chnſt will ſtroke thy ſoule : when 
men kill thy body, Chriſt vall fave 
thy ſoule. In a word, as the afflicnons 
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of Chriſt abound in thy body, ſo the 
conſolations of Chriſt ſhall abound 
in thy ſoule, becauſe Chriſtis with 
thy ſpirit. Name any miſery that js| 
incident toman, and here's comfort 
to be ſuckt out of this point, to op- 
poſe unto it.Finally in life,in death, 
& eternally after death, Chriſt that 
is with thy ſpirit will be gaine unto 
thee. Thy lite he will make comfor- 
table; thy death hopefull 3 and thy 
being offer death eternally joyfull. 
W herefore I will conclude my Ser- 
mon for the good of you, as S. Paul 
doth his Epiſtle for the good of Ti- | 
mothy , The Lord Teſus Chriſt bee with | 


l 


your ſpirits. | 
Trinwni Deo gloria. | 


Errata. 
Pro Ouzs $7, kg Ou dproe.peg. 7+, For {ay, 
read ſaw, p« 39, 1-6, pto perevnte ſolep, of 071714, 
lege, prreun:?t ſole pertuel 0421a- p» 114+ Mar g* For 
I do conceive, t, 1 do nat couctive. per 69.4.7. 
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